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Title: Winter Bugs: How Arthropods Survive Winter

We have always wondered why different species of insects live outside during the winter, and
how they survive in the cold winter temperatures… When you go outside in the winter you
don’t see bugs in plain sight but they can be found hidden in the dirt, under rocks, or
sometimes near a pile of wood, or even a compost pile.  When we looked outside for bugs we
found a few different species throughout the three days we looked for them.  and recorded the
temperatures where they were found and outside, We put the bugs into beakers,  after that we
put them in the freezer and checked their condition , after about five minutes we checked on
them to see if they were still active or not active, and then we  left them in there for about 10
hours.  In conclusion we found out bugs need to stay in warm places like under the dirt and or
under rocks.
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Title: The Effect of Pollutants on Brine Shrimp Hatching

Using the scientific method, our project’s goal is to examine how specific common nonpoint
pollutants affect brine shrimp hatching. Our experiment consisted of two trials, each of which
took place over a three-day time period. Each trial contained five petri dishes with two
hundred brine shrimp eggs in them. Three of the dishes each contained pollutants to mimic
common forms of runoff (eco-friendly dish soap, calcium chloride, and plant fertilizer).
Another contained unpolluted tap water, and the last had water from the local river. We
expected to find that the hatch rates in the river would be relatively high compared to groups
with polluted water, indicating that our river is healthy.  After the shrimp hatched, we counted
them using a precise method and recorded our results. We took the average of the data from
both trials. From these results, we found that the eco-friendly dish soap was extremely
detrimental to our waterways, as zero out of two hundred eggs hatched in the sample polluted
with dish soap. One shortcoming to our project was that in a real river, fertilizer causes algal
blooms which harm ecosystems, but in our project, algae wasn’t added as a factor. Our
findings conclude that all three of the added pollutants cause a decrease in hatch rate
compared to our control group, but by far, it is most important for people to minimize their
dish soap usage, no matter if it is eco-friendly or not, because it causes major harm to our
waterways through runoff.
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Title: Agricultural Plants Reaction To Climate Change

The rising amounts of carbon dioxide (CO2) in our atmosphere is interfering with plant
survival rates. The purpose of our investigation was to identify which agricultural plant can
best withstand the rising levels of CO2 due to climate change.

In order to prove our hypothesis that high levels of CO2 in the air will affect plants in a
negative way, we conducted an experiment where radishes (Raphanus sativus) and garden
beans (Phaseolus vulgaris) were planted in an environment with excessive amounts of CO2.

In our variable environment, in order to mimic a climate change affected area, we grew our
variables in an air tight sealed terrarium with a water filled sponge at the bottom of the tank to
act as a watering system.

Our control, (plants without increased levels of carbon), was grown in an open sunny area and
watered 50ml on weekdays.

At first, we found that the variable plants flourished but ended up dying within a few weeks.
This is most likely caused by an overload of CO2. Increased CO2 in the air can break through
the atmosphere causing the earth to heat up.

In conclusion, we found that when agricultural sproutlings are exposed to high amounts of
CO2  it affects their photosynthesis process. This is done by shrinking their pores and
deterring them from creating sustainable amounts of nutrients.
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Title: Drought effects on plants

Our experiment was designed to simulate the effects droughts have on plants.We hypothesize
that  the plants with little water will have a hard time growing, or they will grow but not tall
and healthy like A plant with an average amount of water would. We believe that the plants
with high amounts of water will overflow the containers and cause the seeds to drown in the
water, resulting in failed growth. The plants with no water won't grow at all because it won't
have the essential water it needs in order to live.We planted six radish seeds in potting soil and
watered each plant every other day. We had six different water levels in which we added to
the different plants. We observed that the plant with no water didn't grow at all.The plants
with high amounts of water had trouble growing because the water flooded the jars.The plants
with low and minimal amounts of water grew significantly well. In conclusion, we discovered
that plants will most likely have trouble surviving in droughts, as well as overflows of water.

Student Name(s): H. Cohen, R. Forti

Abstract:

179
Word Count

1. As a part of this research project, the student directly handled, manipulated, or interacted with (check

all that apply):

                                   human subjects                  potentially hazardous biological agents

                                   vertebrate animals             controlled substances

2. Student independently performed all procedures as outlined in this abstract.

3. This project was conducted at a Registered Research Institution.

4. Is this project a continuation?

5. My display board includes photographs/visual depictions of humans (other than myself or my family):

x
x

x
x

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Technical Disciplines Selected by the Student
(Listed in order of relevance to the project) PS  EV  EA

Project
Number
1005

CSEF Official Abstract and Certification Fair Category

LT



Title: Studying Four Climate Change Factors that Impact Plant Growth

Climate change is one of the biggest global challenges of the 21st century. Man-made
greenhouse gases have led to a rise in atmospheric CO2 and temperature. The goal of this
project is to test the impact that climate change has on the growth of plants. We designed four
experiments to study the growth of three plants - grass, radish, and mustard - under different
levels of water, magnesium, and nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium (NPK). These variables are
predicted to change due to a rise in CO2 and temperature, and we studied plant growth under
four conditions of each variable. We hypothesized that low volumes of water would prevent
plant growth and that low levels of magnesium and NPK would aid growth to a certain point
after which growth would be impeded. A fourth variable was studied to simulate forest fires,
which are expected to increase if climate change is not reversed. In this condition, we added
different amounts of burnt wood and studied the impact of plant growth. We observed no plant
growth in the control and low water levels with increasing growth at the medium and high
levels. We observed minimal growth in the magnesium and NPK groups, suggesting that
excess nutrients were added. Interestingly, we observed striking growth in all plants
supplemented with burnt wood with a noticeable decrease in growth at the highest level of
burnt wood. This project studied the impact of four factors on plant growth to aid efforts to
predict and prevent damage inflicted by climate change.
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Title: How water temperature affects seed germination.

In my experiment I wanted to see if water temperature affects seed germination. In order to
test this out I grabbed 3 paper towels, made a lentil sandwich with the towels and put the same
temperature of water on them. The idea is that the water temperature will change with the
environment the seeds are in. The three environments I put them in are cold (refrigerator, 2.8
C), Warm (Room temperature (23.9 C), and Hot (Lamp (26.7 C). After doing this for 2 days I
saw that the lentils exposed to the hot temperature water grew the largest. In conclusion plants
or seeds exposed to hot water grew the largest. On the other hand the seeds exposed to the
cold temperature water grew the slowest.

Student Name(s): D. Delgado

Abstract:

125
Word Count

1. As a part of this research project, the student directly handled, manipulated, or interacted with (check

all that apply):

                                   human subjects                  potentially hazardous biological agents

                                   vertebrate animals             controlled substances

2. Student independently performed all procedures as outlined in this abstract.

3. This project was conducted at a Registered Research Institution.

4. Is this project a continuation?

5. My display board includes photographs/visual depictions of humans (other than myself or my family):

x
x

x
x

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Technical Disciplines Selected by the Student
(Listed in order of relevance to the project) EA  EV  EM

Project
Number
2001

CSEF Official Abstract and Certification Fair Category

L7



Title: Aquaponics VS Traditional Farming

This project investigated and compared different ways to grow plants.The hypothesis stated
that plants grown in aquaponic systems would produce more growth, measured in centimeters
per liter of water, than traditional farming. A YouTube inspired, self-designed grow
rack/pump system was built for testing. Tomatoes, basil and lettuce were each planted in a soil
system and expanded clay was used as a growth medium for the aquaponic system. Plants
were placed under a grow light, side by side in an environment designed to reduce
confounding factors. Plants were measured every evening at seven pm. All three species
grown aquaponically had greater average leaf widths and lengths. Height measurements had
mixed results: tomatoes were taller in soil, basil in aquaponics and lettuce was the same for
both. Confounding factors were also observed with the aquaponic system design. Measuring
the plants was difficult due to the clay shifting whenever the water was pumped in, the fish
were accidentally overfed causing a water change needed because the nitrates in the fish tank
were at an unhealthy level.  After the water was changed, the leaves of the plants started
showing distress. In conclusion, the aquaponic plants grew more centimeters per liter than the
soil plants with the exception of soil tomatoes. More research on growth habits and
preferences of plant types is needed for future work. Developing a natural spray fertilizer to
apply on plants which is also safe for fish is a potential research extension.
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Title: The Effects of Soil Type on Allolobophora caliginosa’s Enrichment of NPK, pH, and
Moisture Value in Soil.

After observing my family’s yard with my father, I wondered how we can better improve the
yard's health without the use of chemicals. When fertilizers are used, the remaining chemicals
can infect our local waterways. The purpose of this experiment is to gain further information
on Allolobophora caliginosa and how their productivity changes the NPK, pH, and moisture in
different soil types. This study is important because it helps with growing improved crops
without the use of chemical fertilizers. The problem addressed in this experiment is: How do
worms enrich and change the soil differently in various soil types including Acidic, Alkaline,
Peat, Clay, and Loam/store-bought? In the experiment, 15 worms were added into 6 different
soil types for 7 days. The pH, moisture, nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium of the soils were
tracked using a pH and moisture meter and an NPK soil test kit. The results attained are that
the pH’s went towards 7, the moisture went towards the 10 level and the nitrogen, phosphorus,
and potassium increased. Conclusions included that clay soil had been improved in
phosphorus and potassium, and the alkaline soil the most in nitrogen. The peat ended the most
acidic and alkaline soil, the most alkaline. Alkaline excelled in moisture. Scientists would use
lab reports to confirm test soils. In future studies, this would be preferred. This study can help
further scientists' understanding of the impact that Allolobophora caliginosa has on various
soil types.
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Title: The Effect of the Bee Box Volume on the Temperature and Humidity of a Wintering Hive

The purpose of the research is to find out what size beehive boxes are best for wintering bees.
How does the volume of a bee box affect the humidity and temperature of a wintering hive?
The hypothesis is that the bee box with the smallest volume would have the highest
temperature and humidity because the hives have about the same number of bees but the
smaller box would have a higher population density. Humidity and temperature measurements
were taken at three different times of the day from three different sized hives. To test the
inside of the hive, a sensor slot custom piece was built for the bee box with a removable plug
so you can put the pocketlab air inside the hive without harming the bees. The data shows the
medium sized box had a larger change in temperature during the day. The largest and smallest
boxes had an overall higher temperature and also maintained steady temperature and humidity
levels. Overall, the volume had some effect on the hive environment but differences in hive
conditions are also changed by the strength of the Queen.
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Title: Effects of X-Ray Radiation on Seeds

X-rays are a unique wavelength of radiation that manifests interesting qualities and properties
when living organisms are exposed to it. It can allow one to see a person’s bones by making
skin and tissue transparent. They are used as a method to treat cancer by irradiating cells and
obliterating them. Here, four simple species of plants will be tested against this peculiar force.
Cucumber, carrot, jalapeno, and wild strawberry seeds will be assessed on their reactions to x-
rays and measured for responses.

For maximum growing efficiency, the seeds will be placed inside a sealed box for darkness.
The reason for this is because some seeds have a growing mechanism called Phytochrome,
which is a trigger to start the germination process. This pigment isn’t activated when exposed
to light and is only active in darkness.

After a few weeks of growing, there didn’t appear to be any significant changes between
sprouts in the x-ray group and the control group. They appeared regular and typical, without
any special mutations or alterations. I conducted further research into previous studies and
discovered that other experiments found the same result. Seeds have remarkable resistance to
radiation. Mutations due to x-ray exposure only occur in seedlings.

Of the species that have been tested, some have been found to have majorly increased speeds
from normal germination processes. Overall, x-ray irradiation could possibly be implemented
in future methods of plant growth, making it an important subject for world health.
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Title: Using earthworms to enhance bioremediation of oil contaminated soil

My experiment is about using earthworms to enhance bioremediation of oil contaminated soil.
My questions was,  "Can earthworms and redworms breakdown oil in soil".  I had 3
containers.  One container had soil and oil (control), a second container had earthworms &
redworms,  and a third container had earthworms,, redworms, and PSEUDOMONAS
PUTIDA bacteria.  I added 10 ml of oil to all containers and then allowed the experiment to
run for 2 weeks.  I did keep the soil moist by adding water because worms do not like dry soil.
I used Hydrocarbon detection strips to detect if there were any hydrocarbons from the oil
present in the soil.  My results showed that the container with only worms had mostly oil
present according to the test strips and my container with worms and bacteria showed some oil
present.  So according to the results, adding soil bacteria in with earthworms helps to break
down oil in soil.
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Title: Bedrock vs. Trees: Is There A Connection?

Trees are so important to the air we breathe but the common person rarely considers why a
tree may grow where it does. This project considers any possible connections between
different types of bedrock and the species of oak trees growing on the soil above. Analysis of
the favored growing locations of six of Connecticut’s most common species of oak trees was
done in this project. The red oak, scarlet oak, black oak, white oak, pin oak, and the chestnut
oak were the species that were used in observation. The hypothesis of this project states that
there may be a correlation between the bedrock and where the oak trees are growing based on
the variation and adaptability of oak trees but the data collected has proved insufficient. The
results show how because of the sheer number of variables and factors to consider, the project
has inconclusive results. There was just too much variation in the data to make any
conclusions. The conclusion derived from this discusses potential areas for further research
and possibilities of expanding the scale of this project to some degree in the future.
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Title: Feathers and Oil

I wanted to do this experiment because I realized the seriousness of the pollution that happens
when oil is spilled in our oceans. I investigated which soap cleaned oiled feathers best. While
conducting the experiment, I noticed changes- even though there wasn’t much oil used- that
were caused to the once-clear water. One thing I noticed was how quickly the water would get
foggy, to where I could put the feather at the bottom of the bucket and not see it. Imagine that,
but with more oil, more water, and more animals.

I used three different soaps and three feathers for each. I’d let the feathers soak in the oil for
only a minute, but it was obvious oil clumped the different parts together. Then I would take
them out and put them into the soap and water mix I made. Instead of scrubbing the feathers,
gently swish them around because scrubbing could damage parts of the feathers. When rinsing
the feathers in water after washing them with soap, I noticed and marked when the water
showed signs of fogging or residue on the bottom of the bucket.

In conclusion, the feathers were cleaned best by Dawn because the bucket had no residue and
showed no signs of fogging. Palm Olive was a close second, but its water eventually did turn
foggy and Ajax left residue and fogged up the water in under six seconds.
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Title: No To Nanosilver: A Natural Approach To Nanosilver Filtration

Nanosilver (AgNP), a material 1 to 100 nm in size, is in many consumer products. Every year
about 300 tons of AgNP are used worldwide, some of which is released into wastewater. This
type of silver can be harmful to fish and many other marine organisms. Daphnia Magna (DM),
also known as ‘water flea’, is an organism that is sensitive to changes was utilized to measure
the toxicity of AgNP. The results from this experiment indicate that AgNP is harmful to DM
even at low concentrations (0.125ppm). Hence finding an environmentally friendly solution is
critical. Removal of AgNP can be achieved through chemical coagulation, but this method is
very expensive and can generate ‘sludge’ as well as chemical waste. To develop an efficient
method that is environmentally friendly, and cost-effective for AgNP removal from water
system, multiple natural coagulants such as Moringa Oleifera (MO), Cicer Arietinum (CA),
Activated Charcoal (AC), and Strychnos Potatorum (SP) were investigated. Our results
indicate that MO was superior to all other agents in removal of AgNP and survival rate of DM
significantly improved (> 99% of DM were alive even after 6 hours in MO treated - nanosilver
solution). SP and CA were also effective in removing AgNP. Activated charcoal (AC) which
is commonly used as a water purifier is failed to remove AgNp. To the best of our knowledge,
this is the first time it is reported to effectively remove nanosilver from water using renewable
biomass.
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Title: COVID-19’s Impact on Water Quality in Recreational Areas Along the Long Island
Sound Coastline

When the pandemic started, other countries reported a drop in forms of pollution. Italy
reported they finally had clear water in the Venice canals. This was attributed to strict
lockdown measures that were put in place limiting all economic and non-necessary activity.
When I heard about this I wanted to see if Long Island Sound would experience the similar
effects on its water quality as other countries that were going through lockdown. For the past
two years, I have gathered water quality information by testing salinity, pH, ammonia,
phosphate, nitrate, nitrite, calcium and carbonate hardness at six recreational coastal beaches.
Data was taken from previous years and compared to this year’s data collections during a six-
month interval. It was seen that many of the parameters did not follow the typical trend line
that was observed in 2018 and 2019. Improved water quality was recorded at recreational
areas adjacent to metropolitan areas, while in more rural areas, the water quality fluctuated,
perhaps due to the increased social activity of families seeking recreation during the
pandemic. It was seen that 2020’s ammonia levels increased about 50.01% from 2019 and
48.81% from 2018. The pH levels from 2020 decreased by about 3.04% from 2019 and about
3.29% from 2018. These are examples of how the pandemic could have affected the Sound
and I am interested to see how the water quality continues to trend in 2021 as we move out of
the pandemic.
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Title: Dog-Be Gone-No Plastic: An evaluation of dog waste bag materials and biodegradation

From 2019-2020, in the U.S., 63.4 million household dog owners used over a billion waste
bags in just one month. The increased amount of dog ownership also resulted in the usage of
plastic bags that cause significant pollution to the environment as they are non-dissolvable, are
a source of waste in landfills and oceans, resulting microplastics and chemicals leaching out of
the plastic into the environment cause health problems in humans and ecosystems.

I wanted to find a way to substitute those plastic bags with an environmentally friendly
biodegradable material that will help reduce harmful waste from entering the environment. I
have tested bags created by EPI (Environmental Products Inc.) technology, biodegradable
starch materials, made of plants and vegetables, made of corn, biodegradable high-quality
HDPE (High-Density Polyethylene) plastic, water-soluble material, and PVA (Polyvinyl
Alcohol) material.

I created controlled environments using tabletop greenhouses. The environments-maintained
temperatures between 27-47℉ -and above 75℉- with a humidity range 65-80%. The water-
soluble bags exceeded the biodegradation time of all the other materials, as they dissolved in 5
minutes (above 75℉-and/or humidity range 65-80%) and 15 minutes (27--47℉). However,
they can be hard to use, especially in hot and rainy/humid environments, as they dissolve so
quickly without giving dog owners a chance to dispose of them appropriately. Therefore, I
would recommend the second-best bags, the vegetable/plant-based bags, that still dissolving
quickly, 5 days (above 75℉- and/or humidity range 65-80%) and 20 days (27--47℉) and the
dog owners can dispose of them without worries.
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Title: Building and Testing a Simple Portable Constructed Wetland to Purify Greywater

Around the world, lack of adequate sanitation and clean water is a growing issue. In many
countries like Mozambique, Niger, Chad, Angola, Somalia, and Ethiopia, child malnutrition,
and diseases are prevalent due to the lack of clean drinking, bathing, and cooking water. Many
children have to walk miles two to three times a day to obtain water for their families.
However, most of these water sources are not sanitary and hold numerous viruses and
diseases. Since most people have no other water sources, they are left with opaque, dirty, and
infected water, and often get sick and suffer health problems or die from it. The goal of this
project was to devise and test a simple, cheap, natural, and effective system to purify dirty and
unsanitary water using reusable recycled items such as bins, pipes, and tubes. This system uses
a variety of wetland plants specifically cattail, growing in a rectangle 1” 10inch reusable box.
At the “entrance” of the water system, a layer of gravel was added for even water distribution
and the wetland plants would absorb the nutrients and filter the water in its root bed. The
system was built as a natural water filtration system and was successful in effectively cleaning
the water leaving it with no visible sediment after it went through the system. This system can
be made and used around the world on a single-household scale to improve water sanitation
and lower the risk of death or sickness from dirty water.
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Title: The impacts of the presence of Canada Geese (Branta Canadensis) on the water quality in
local ponds and lakes.

My project ‘The impacts of the presence of Canada Geese (Branta Canadensis) on the water
quality in local ponds and lakes studys how the amount of geese and rainfall affect phosphate
and nitrate levels in bodies of freshwater. My hypothesis was that the more rain that has fallen
in the past week, and the more geese estimated at that location will increase the amounts of
nitrates and phosphates in the water, because the nutrients contained in waste from the geese
would be washed into the water. I conducted this experiment by going to two locations: a pond
at Meig’s Ravine and a lake at Butternut Park in Middletown, CT and took samples every
Saturday while also estimating the amount of geese at each location. I tested these samples for
temperature, ph, nitrate, phosphate levels and noting any unusual circumstances. I used an
online source to record rainfall amounts and air temperature. After 8 weeks I concluded the
testing period. I consistently recorded 0ppm for phosphate levels, which supports that the
amount of geese and rainfall did not adversely affect that parameter. Using trend lines to
interpret my data I noticed that more rainfall lowered nitrate levels and increased ph levels
slightly. They also showed that nitrate levels rose as geese numbers also rose but ph levels
dropped slightly. Overall, the data showed a healthy water quality in these ponds. If I were to
do this project again, I would test more often and make efforts to increase accuracy.
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Title: Microplastic Concentration in Four Harbor Locations in Fairfield County, CT

The purpose of my project is to analyze and compare the amount of microplastic particles that
are found in (1,000 ml) of ocean water after gathering water samples from Four Harbor
Locations in Fairfield County, CT. (Milford, Westport, Bridgeport, and Norwalk). To compare
the microplastic particles found in all harbors I created four filter devices made of 2 inch PVC
tubing and nitex screening (plankton netting) of four sizes (400, 200, 80, and 30 micron sibs).
To see the microplastic particles I used a fluorescent U.V light in the dark and a magnifying
glass to supply the dissecting scope function. This process was effective and showed results.
Microplastics are small pieces of plastic, less than 0.2 inch in length, that occur in the
environment as a consequence of plastic pollution. Plastic pollution in many forms breaks
down into tiny bits of plastic no bigger than the period at the end of this sentence. My
hypothesis was not supported by data because I stated that Bridgeport Harbor in comparison to
the Westport, Milford, and Norwalk locations will be the most polluted because of the
increased number of human population and industry present. Norwalk Harbor was the most
polluted (with an average of 374 particles), Milford Harbor was the second most polluted
(with an average of 281.25 particles), Westport Harbor was the third most polluted (with an
average of 242.25 particles), and Bridgeport Harbor resulted being the least polluted harbor
(with an average of 100.5 particles).
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Title: Cyanobacteria and its Effect on Elephant Population

In late May of 2020, the death of hundreds of elephants in Botswana, Africa, a home for a
large number of elephants, caught the world’s attention. After additional deaths occurred,
scientists were able to identify a possible cause: the presence of cyanobacteria. If there is a
greater level of cyanobacteria in the water, then the amount of elephant deaths will increase,
because they are extremely vulnerable to the higher levels. This was the focus of the
experiment. Cyanobacteria was identified in the Okavango Delta, which is where a large
majority of elephant deaths occurred. Using Google Earth Pro’s Historical Imagery feature,
views of the delta were observed for bacterial growth. Screenshots of theses satellite images
were analyzed for any signs of cyanobacteria, identified through bright green coloring. The
larger amounts of bright green coloring indicated higher amounts of cyanobacteria in the water
of the delta. May, September, and December were observed closely over a period of years.
During the period, the percent coverage of cyanobacteria was compared to elephant deaths in
the same area. Published values for the elephant deaths in the same period were collected and
averaged. This data was compared to elephant deaths in years prior to 2020, to determine if
cyanobacteria was a factor in the reported deaths. It was found that as more cyanobacteria was
identified in the delta, more elephant deaths occurred.
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Title: The Use of Pleurotus Ostreatus As Mycoremediation for Poly-Lactic Acid Plastic In
Landfills

The accumulation of Poly-Lactic Acid (PLA) plastic in landfills creates a dangerous
environment for wildlife. The slow biodegradation of PLA plastic means that the rate of
decomposition is significantly lower than the accumulation of more plastic which leads to
greater leakage of toxins present in plastics. Degrading plastic will slowly leak toxic
chemicals that can seep into nearby plants and water sources, poisoning both the land and
animals. Pleurotus ostreatus, oyster mushrooms, are capable of the mycoremediation of PLA
plastic in cultivated conditions. If oyster mushrooms can continue that trend in landfill
conditions, pleurotus ostreatus will be introduced into waste landfill material for evaluation as
a viable remediation of PLA. Oyster mushroom spores were grown inside glass jars. 3D
printed PLA plastic rings were utilized to test for degradation by the oyster mushrooms.
Varying ratios of agar to landfill components from 100:0 percent to 0:100 were utilized. Data
collected was analyzed to determine the loss of plastic mass and increase in the oyster
mushroom mycelium growth. The plastic discs were found to have an average increase in
mass of .183g. Mycelium growth was noted on nine of the eleven trials, leading to an overall
increase of mass for the trials with a higher percentage of waste. The results suggest that
oyster mushrooms do not have the ability to biodegrade PLA plastic, but do possess the
capacity to grow in a landfill environment.
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Title: Potential Use of Marine Microalgae to Absorb Excess Salt Road Runoff

Not too long ago, winter headlines were dominated by snowstorms. One of the major concerns
with this is our ability to traverse main roads in town. We have long used a variety of salt
mixtures to drop the freezing point of the icy conditions, but this has come under ever
increasing scrutiny due to the adverse impacts the salt has on automobiles and the danger it
poses as a pollutant to the environment. Marine phytoplankton have a well documented ability
to absorb lighter ions (salts) for a variety of biochemical reasons (Cole et.al, 1993). This
planktonic metabolic process was tested here to evaluate its potential use in absorbing the
excess salts applied to the road prior to their arrival in surrounding environments. Replicated
trials saw road salts comparable to DOT mixtures applied to grass patches grown in a lab.
Although inconsistent, there was some evidence that marine phytoplankton will absorb the
salts and further testing will be needed to confirm and evaluate. The results also raised another
question for future research. Phytoplankton that absorb salts in the roadside theoretically
would degrade, but would the salt then be released back into the surrounding environment or
be reconfigured in the biological breakdown of the algae. The temporal aspects of this
research question definitely need further study, something beyond the scope of what we could
get done, but intriguing nonetheless. The prospect of having a phytoremediative technique to
combat the negative impacts of road salts is a huge win for the environment.
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Title: Exploring Earthworm Ecotype: Carbon Source or Sink?

Climate change is arguably the most pressing issue currently facing the world. Earthworms
contribute to both carbon emissions and sequestration, potentially significantly impacting
global carbon stores, although definitive conclusions about long-term effects are not
established. In four lightless, air-tight microcosms each containing 2500 grams of soil, 500
grams water and 75 grams leaf litter, I analyzed the effect of earthworm ecotype on CO2
emissions. The control contained no earthworms, demonstrating microbial sequestration. Five
grams of two earthworm ecotypes, epigeic (surface dwellers) and endo-epigeic (upper soil
dwellers), were placed in separate containers; a fourth box contained 2.5 grams of each
ecotype. I measured CO2 and O2 with Vernier gas probes; providing supplemental O2 as
needed. Within 10 days, CO2 levels decreased in all four boxes. Over a 73 day period, endo-
epigeic worms produced the least CO2 on average while both ecotypes together produced the
most, a difference of almost 9000 ppm. Once reaching CO2 stabilization on day 18, emissions
never oscillated more than 3,200 ppm daily. When dried and sieved, large macroaggregates
(>2000 μm) constituted  44% of endo-epigeic soil and only 17%  of epigeic soil, indicating
endo-epigeic worms sequester more carbon. Because endo-epigeic worms produced less CO2
than the control, this ecotype appears to play an active role in carbon sequestration generating
net negative carbon emissions compared with environments lacking earthworms. As we seek
to better understand and mitigate anthropogenic climate change, these findings provide
important insights into an under-researched part of this problem as well as potential solutions.
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Title: Combatting Nitrogen Pollution and Eutrophication Using Denitrifying Bioreactors

Nitrogen fertilizers and other sources of nitrogen runoff are polluting coastal waters with
nitrate, causing eutrophication. The excess of nutrients promotes the growth of primary
producers which depletes the water of oxygen, resulting in the loss of aquatic animal life.
Recent research suggests that denitrifying bioreactors composed of wood chips can act as a
carbon food source for naturally occurring microorganisms that convert nitrate into harmless
nitrogen gas. The goal of this research is to determine the effectiveness of various substrates
— namely wood chips, corn cobs, banana peels, and bamboo leaves — at denitrification when
placed in the flow path of contaminated water.

Denitrifying bioreactors were constructed in bottles growing Pisum sativum, and the fertilizer
runoff was drained through the bioreactor substrate. The treated water was tested using the
Salifert nitrate test kit, forming a solution that changed color based on the nitrate
concentration. An iPad-based application was used to determine the RGB hex code, from
which a defined lightness value of the solution color could be found. An equation was derived
from the color hex codes and the corresponding nitrate concentration in parts per million
(ppm) on the given Salifert color chart. Compared to a nitrate concentration of 14.3 ppm for
the untreated contaminated water, the denitrifying bioreactors filled with banana peels and
corn cobs were the most effective, reducing the nitrate concentration by 10.3% and 16.0%,
respectively. This research suggests that cost-effective denitrifying bioreactors made with
certain agricultural byproducts are effective at reducing nitrate pollution.
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Title: Bacterial Decomposition and Consumption of PET Plastics as a Sole Metabolic Energy
Source

The purpose of this experiment is to identify the decomposition of PET (Polyethylene
Terephthalate) when exposed to the bacteria Ideonella Sakaiensis. Due to the large issue of
plastic waste and plastic pollution throughout the world. The goal of this experiment is to
provide a possible new insight into new recycling methods. Throughout the world there are
many issues and logistical challenges with recycling. This is especially the case in many
underdeveloped nations. Exploring alternative routes of recycling could possibly bring about
change. This change could come about in many forms, economic and environmental, would be
two front running forms of change. While this analysis may not uncover a breakthrough in
recycling methods, it could help address the growing issue of micro-plastics in the marine
environment. It is hypothesized that research will display similar rates of degradation.

The objective of this research is to analyze data across multiple sources. (Knott et al.) (Palm et
al.) The purpose of analyzing these sources is to find noticeable variations in data across the
existing sets of data. After analysis it is expected that there will be variations in I. Sakaiensis
strains. In both sets of data it is likely that there is variation within I. Sakaiensis protein
structure and protein production. It is also important to note differences in methods and
approaches taken by each study. Both studies take different approaches to data collection. One
study, (Knott et al.), engineer I. Sakaiensis to implement an additional MHETase mutant
(S131G) to modify the bacteria.
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Title: Developing an Adhesive Constructed from a Maize-based Matrix Mixed with Chondrus
crispus Carrageenan and Determining its Solubility in Saltwater

Epoxy and acrylic based bandages present a bio-hazardous, non-biodegradable waste product.
With the amount of trash in the ocean accumulating at an alarming rate, the need for plastics
requires mitigation. A biodegradable adhesive would eliminate the annual production of tens
of millions of pounds of epoxy. The goal of this research project is to develop an adhesive
made from organic material to replace the plastic bandage adhesive; the project will test the
solubility of the adhesive in seawater. Cornstarch and carrageenan extracted from Chondrus
crispus (Irish Moss) were used for the adhesive matrix. The carrageenan was extracted by first
heating the seaweed in a 60% calcium hydroxide solution at 60℃ for 60 minutes, then boiling
the seaweed in a 5% potassium chloride solution for 20 minutes. The carrageenan was then
added to a bowl containing cornstarch, water, and corn syrup. The adhesive is placed in 0.5-L
of seawater.  The average density of the top layer, the bottom, and the middle of the saltwater
is recorded for data collection, and biodegradation is analyzed through salt fractionation. Two
of the three densities both reached a density of 1.05g/mL, but one density reached 1.07g/mL.
One problem raised by this project is the adhesion of the mixture. The epoxy and acrylate
bandage adhesive was much more adhesive than the organic adhesive, adhering to artificial
skin for about 750 more minutes. The adhesive became moldy after three weeks at room
temperature, therefore another preservative is needed in order to increase the practicality of
the adhesive.
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Title: Low-Pressure Application of Metal Nanoparticles to Soybean Seeds to Provide  Increased
Resistance to Fusarium virguliforme

Fusarium virguliforme is a major pathogenic fungus that affects ~30% of global food crops
annually,  resulting in plant yellowing, wilting, stunting, and death. While current treatments
for crop disease offer  varying levels of effectiveness, the most promise lies in pre-treatment
methods that would bolster the plant’s  immune system. Recent research has suggested that
metal oxide nanoparticles may provide immune-boosting effects for healthy plants against
Fusarium wilt, however methods for their inclusion onto and into the plant remain unclear. In
this research, copper nanoparticles (CuNPs, 10-40nm) were introduced to  (model) soybean
seeds via an innovative 10-minute, reduced pressure (0.1atm) soaking within a 500ppm CuNP
solution in deionized water. SEM and EDS analyses confirmed the successful integration of
the CuNPs  below the seed coat, into the radicle and endosperm. Three-week growth
experiments with these CuNP  seeds, as well as normal/dry, and low-pressure (in water) seeds,
were conducted for healthy and Fusarium-inoculated plants. While all seed types germinated
in 10 days, introduction of Fusarium to normal-seed  plants caused wilting, with 25.4% and
50% decline in plant growth and biomass, respectively. Conversely,  low-pressure-infused
CuNP seeded plants produced ~3.5% increase in plant growth relative to normal,  healthy
plantings, and as much as 39% and 106% increases in growth height and plant biomass
respectively,  relative to normally-seeded plants suffering from Fusarium wilt. These
collective results highlight the  efficacy of the newly-developed, low-pressure application of
500ppm CuNPs into seeds to promote increased crop biomass, while acting as a pre-emergent
to inhibit the effects of Fusarium virguliforme.
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Title: Comparison of Potential for Coastal Marine Macroalgae to Absorb Excess Nitrate in
Runoff

There has been a recent resurgence of interest in human impact in coastal ocean waters for a
variety of reasons. It has long been known that nitrogen runoff is one of the largest
contributors to this impact, but natural sinks and mitigation techniques have been greatly
understudied in my opinion. The species of nitrogen entering our waterways and the ability of
known nitrogen users, marine macroalgae (Ulvales), were both put to the test in this study to
evaluate potential natural remediation of this runoff issue. Replicated studies compared algal
density to nitrate removal in a controlled setting. The idea was that this could help create a
clearer picture of possible sinks for nitrate runoff in coastal waters. The near immeasurable
amount of nitrate removal lead to a few conclusions (p>0.05, ɑ = 0.05). The idea of species
specific removal of nitrogen runoff is not new in the literature (Heathwaite and Johnes, 1998),
and raises questions for future studies about whether capacity of natural sinks for human
impact can be a product of what the algae have been conditioned to experience. They are
possibly exposed to ammonium nitrate as opposed to NO3, and selectively removing other
species of nitrogen not as commonly found in fertilizer runoff thereby explaining the lack of
nitrate removal here. The other possible future application of these findings lies in
aquaculture, and the use of algae who are selectively removing chemical species in algae
scrubbers to naturally balance aquarium tanks.
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Title: Studies on the ecological effects of COVID-19 and its future implications on the
emergence of disease, repercussions on habitats, and presence of wildlife

Beginning in December 2019, COVID-19 has forced many into their homes and out of their
jobs. COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread through droplets when people cough or
sneeze. Because of the pandemic, people have been forced to stay in their homes for several
months. Although the coronavirus has devastated the world in terms of economic and social
life, it has had a few positive effects as well, one of them being environmental. The purpose of
this research is to analyze the effects of the coronavirus on the health of wildlife and its long-
term effects on the environment. Through this research, scientists will be able to reevaluate
environmental standards to effectively control climate change and other issues that plague the
environment. To arrive at the results, I used a list of overarching questions to guide my
research. Once I compiled my research, I made sure to cross reference with other sources to
ensure my results are valid. If there were any discrepancies, I redid that section of the
research. Through my research, I found that the COVID-19 pandemic definitely helped
improve environmental conditions. Because of the coronavirus, wildlife has begun to
reemerge in areas that were previously uninhabited. Additionally, air pollution levels have
experienced a decline due to the lack of human activity. Not only air pollution levels have
been affected, but so has light pollution and noise pollution. With fewer cars, buses, and
trains, seismometers have begun to measure lower levels of vibrations.
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Title: The Effects of a Bacillus and Trichoderma Inoculant and Lepidium Sativum on the pH and
Microbial Recolonization of Low Intensity Burned Soil

This experiment examined the role that inoculants and plant growth play in soil recolonization
after a fire. To answer this question, soil with an average pH of 5.35 was burned for 3 hours at
low intensity. Sticks, leaves, and other organic material were placed on the soil for a steady
fire. A week after the fire, unburned and burned soil were cultured. The soil samples were
cultured again a week after the inoculant and Lepidium Sativum were placed in. The pH of
both soils was taken 6 months after the fire and 20 days after the inoculant and Lepidium
Sativum were in the soil samples. In general, burned soil had a greater microbial population
than unburned soil. This pattern was also detectable after Lepidium Sativum and the inoculant
were in the soil. Burned soil with Lepidium Sativum did not differ in pH greatly from burned
soil with the inoculant. The same pattern was seen when comparing the pH of unburned soil
growing Lepidium Sativum and with the inoculant. Burned soil continuously had more
alkaline pH values. The overall microbial population of the burned soil was greater after
burning and continued to dominate unburned soil samples regardless of being inoculated or
growing Lepidium Sativum. With increasing fires worldwide, soil microbial populations will
be greatly affected. Possible short-term solutions to aid low-intensity burned soil would be to
add an inoculation to the soil. This might not apply to high-intensity fires which are more
detrimental to soil substrate, fungi, and bacteria.
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Title: Which is the more efficient at bioremediating oil spills while factoring in salinity, algae,
oil hungry

bacteria, or a combination of both.

I am doing this project because oil spills that occur in fresh water and marine environments
are harmful to the organisms. I wanted to research if algae were a viable source to
bioremediate oil spills in fresh water and marine ecosystems.  I used various types of fresh
water algae and 2 types of salt water algae.  I wanted to see if there was any difference
between the two types when it came to potentially remediating oil spills in freshwater and/or
marine environments versus oil consuming bacteria.   Based upon literature information I
would predict that algae would be a better tool for the bioremediation of oil spills in
freshwater environments.  Centrifuge tubes were used.  They were filled with water, oil, and
the various algae, covered with plastic wrap to control water evaporation.  Small holes were
poked through he clear wrap to allow for aeration.  The same procedure was used for the
bacteria, with the exception that the cap was on, making it a closed system.  Weight was taken
on day 0 and again on day 15.  Based on mass and the results of the hydrocarbon detection
strips, the algae was able to break down the oil the best.
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Title: Testing For Arsenic Contamination in Well Water, Municipal Water, and Agricultural
Products

Arsenic levels have been present in high levels in soil and water throughout New England due
to both natural causes and man-made contamination. It is hypothesized that there will be
higher arsenic concentration in agricultural products compared to municipal water and well
water because if agricultural products are irrigated with arsenic contaminated water, then it
will result in arsenic gathered in the soil and crops.       1. I first used the Hach testing kit to
test for arsenic contamination in well vs municipal water. My variables were municipal and
well water from New York, Connecticut and Maine. Second, I used the Chemsee testing kit to
test for arsenic in agricultural products. My variables were Brown Rice, Apple Cider, Apples
(red and golden), and distilled water. It was essential to liquidize each sample before
beginning the experiment.     2. This is a completed project. I found that there was no arsenic
present in the well and municipal samples. My hypothesis was supported that agricultural
products would have the highest level of arsenic because Cortland apples and Uncle Ben’s
Brown rice had an arsenic level of 10ppb. These results show that the the state permitted level
of arsenic (10ppb) and the filters are adequate and effective.     3. Although my samples did
not go past the set arsenic level limit, I am curious as to what steps farmers/agricultural food
sources can take to ensure that they have a clean irrigation system to facilitate the lowest level
of arsenic possible in their crops/products?

Student Name(s): S. Novak

Abstract:

250
Word Count

1. As a part of this research project, the student directly handled, manipulated, or interacted with (check

all that apply):

                                   human subjects                  potentially hazardous biological agents

                                   vertebrate animals             controlled substances

2. Student independently performed all procedures as outlined in this abstract.
3. This project was conducted at a Registered Research Institution.

4. Is this project a continuation?

5. My display board includes photographs/visual depictions of humans (other than myself or my family):

x
x

x
x

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Technical Disciplines Selected by the Student
(Listed in order of relevance to the project) EM

Project
Number
3039

CSEF Official Abstract and Certification Fair Category

LS



Title:

What do seasonal Multiple Sclerosis development patterns indicate about the disease, and
how can we use this information to reduce the influence of environmental factors?

A study in Australia investigated whether there is a link between the risk of developing MS
and the month that people are born in. Thus, the question being addressed in the study is
"What do seasonal Multiple Sclerosis patterns tell us about the disease and how can we use
this information to reduce the influence of environmental factors?". I hypothesis that a
significant factor causing summer babies to develop Multiple Sclerosis later on in life is their
lack of exposure to vitamin D. In this study I am isolating different aspects of the question and
research them individually, using resources from textbooks, websites such as "MS Society",
and non previously published data, writing down findings and draw conclusions based on the
information collected, and calling experts in the field of neuroscience to discuss findings from
the textbooks/websites and check accuracy with them. By conducting the research, I was able
to conclude that my hypothesis was correct as summer babies are more likely to develop
Multiple Sclerosis because a majority of time they spend in the womb is during the winter
seasons, which have less sunlight. The decreased amount of sunlight, is directly correlated to a
decreased amount of Vitamin D. This lack of vitamin D while babies are developing is what
results in an increased chance of developing MS in their later years.
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Title: The Effect of Applied Glucose on Moisture Retention and Survival of Saplings After
Simulated Forest Fires.

Forest Fires are a serious threat to wildlife, leading to lasting changes in ecosystems by
burning trees and affecting soils’ water retention properties. As seedlings require moist soil, a
solution is crucial to survival. It is hypothesized that introducing glucose to burnt soil will
improve water retention and subsequently increase the survival of seedlings.    Eight groups of
300ml of burned soil were separated into pots. Each pot received a boxwood seedling; two
pots were marked as controls with no glucose treatment. The remaining pots were separated
into two groups, one group received one glucose treatment, the other received glucose every
two weeks. The treatment included 0.5mg of glucose per g of soil, 2.0mg/g, and 5mg/g.
The addition of 2mg of glucose per gram of burnt soil was associated with the longest survival
time of 5 weeks. All other plants that received glucose did not survive as long compared to the
2mg/g treatment, but all survived longer compared to the control group.      These results show
that an excess of glucose will prevent water from filling the nanopores while not enough
glucose will prevent water from attracting to the nanopore.  Limitations of the study include
lack of time to perform a second trial and lack of a real forest fire. Further testing will need to
be done to confirm my preliminary results.  In conclusion, these results suggest that glucose
can aid in the regrowth of dry ecosystems, like the Western United States, that never recover
from fires.
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Title: Ocean Acidification: How it Effects the Phytoplankton Species Nannochloropsis Oculata

Since the industrial revolution 200 years ago the ocean’s pH has been dropping steadily as
more carbon dioxide gets absorbed into the ocean. From this experiment, the potential effect
of ocean acidification on the species Nannochloropsis oculata was observed. For twenty-two
days three phytoplankton cultures were kept at pH levels of 6.0, 6.1, and 6.2, and chlorophyll
a was monitored using a fluorometer. At the end of the exponential growth period of the
cultures (at day 19), the chlorophyll a levels in the culture with a pH of 6.0 was at 17024 ug/L
(35.76% overall growth), the culture with a pH of 6.1 was at 24120 ug/L (153.47% overall
growth), and the culture with a pH of 6.2 was at 27784 ug/L (171.22% overall growth).
Because chlorophyll a is an indicator of population size in plankton cultures, this demonstrates
that the population of the lowest pH flask was the lowest of the three flasks, and the
population of the highest pH flask was the highest of all the flasks. This demonstrates how,
although the cultures still experienced significant growth under strenuous environmental pH,
as the pH of a culture decreases the population of a Nannochloropsis oculata will experience a
decrease as well. This implies that ocean acidification could harm the population in the
environment and because phytoplankton are the basis for all oceanic food chains this negative
effect on specific phytoplankton populations could destabilize entire marine ecosystems.
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Title: Leading By Example: Analyzing How Different Countries Have Committed to Net-Zero
Carbon Emissions and What Can Be Taken From Their Progress to Guarantee Efficacy
and Efficiency

Climate change has been an ever more concerning issue as the change in global temperature
begins to approach what will be, a devastating, 1.5 degree Celsius difference, in comparison to
industrial times. The United States has recently reentered the Paris Climate Agreement,
however how the U.S. will reach its goal of reaching net-zero in carbon emissions by 2050, is
still uncertain. With the preparations and progress made in other countries that have also
committed and aimed to reach carbon neutral within the next few decades, it leaves many
possible solutions to be analyzed. By comparing ten countries by their annual and projected
greenhouse gas emissions (measured in metric tons of carbon equivalent, excluding forestry
and land use), gross domestic product growth (GDP), the percent composition of renewable
energy out of the total energy sector, and policies implemented, comparison and analysis can
be made on how effective and practical each policy/plan has been and will be. It can be
concluded that the U.S. has the ability to reduce its greenhouse gas output and ensure growth
in the economy, if the country continues to convert and rapidly develop its renewable energy
sector, reduce dependency on natural gas, and implement decarbonization techniques. Such
decarbonization techniques would strictly monitor and limit the energy consumption of the
largest industries. The transition will be a costly project, as reflected in the budget of other
countries, however, in order to prevent further environmental and economic disaster, the costs
will turn into an important investment.
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Title: The Effect of Artificial and Natural Lighting on Dinoflagellate Growth and
Bioluminescence

Bioluminescence has been an interest to humans for centuries, and we have finally gotten a
better grasp on the topic. Today, many scientists are using bioluminescent creatures to help
with life saving procedures in neuroscience and more. Thanks to the natural chemical reaction,
we are able to light up more of the body to detect and visualize things we couldn’t have in the
past. Understanding the best living conditions for these helpful creatures could prove useful,
as we rely on their glow to show us the unthinkable. What exactly is the best way to culture
and care for these creatures to get the best chemical reaction?  My project for the CT Science
fair revolves around the bioluminescence of Dinoflagellates, specifically Pyrocystis Lunula. I
will be changing the amount of light, along with the type of light given to my dinoflagellates
and observing the amount of light produced, and how long they continue to glow until dying
out. The dinoflagellates I am using were shipped from Carolina science, where they are given
light from a LED bulb. There’s no data I have as of right now, as my materials have just
arrived to me on the 27th of February. However, I can hypothesize that the cultures will be the
healthiest and brightest with natural light rather than artificial light, as it is closest to it’s
natural living conditions.
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Title: The effects and trends of genes and their association to diseases and how certain
environmental factors may play a significant role.

During past years, it is evident that environmental factors may influence genes and cell
proliferation which can cause illness. The purpose of this research was to understand the
importance and know how different environments will alter and affect genes. Prior to
beginning this research, the hypothesis was that due to differences in everyone's genes,
environmental factors will affect everyone a little differently. To come to my conclusions, I
used multiple questions to guide my research. I used multiple sources to make sure the data I
collected was accurate. Through my research I was able to come to the conclusion that the
environment factors have a significant impact on genes. The specific location of the gene that
is primarily affected by environmental factors is the epigenome. The epigenome is responsible
for normal cellular processes and changes to it are a natural part of human development
however some changes caused by environmental factors can lead to diseases. One specific
environmental factor that was researched was ultraviolet radiation from the sun which
exposure to that can cause cancer. I was able to conclude that the changes to the epigenome is
the primary reason for diseases caused by the environmental factors. This is why
environmental factors are important to consider because of the impact that they can make on a
person's genes.
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Title: CO2 Emissions to Polar Bears: How Reducing CO2 Emissions Can Save the Ursus
Maritimus

The current increase in CO2 emissions is causing many problems, including a decrease in the
amount of sea ice. This decrease is a leading factor in the decline of the polar bear population,
as the lack of ice fatally impairs their ability to hunt. Decreasing CO2 emissions through the
use of renewable energy will slow the reduction of the polar bear population. Using data
predictions taken from IRENA for the future of CO2 emissions, the ever-increasing rate of
decrease in the polar bear population will be reduced by over half of the current predicted rate
of decline. Future CO2 emissions were predicted based on current trends and reduced by 60%
over a 30-year period. The rate of decrease of sea ice was found from average maximum
extents and continued into the future. With the relationship between predicted CO2 emissions
and the decrease in sea ice, a new relationship between the two was found when CO2
emissions were reduced. Using the predicted 30% decrease in polar bears globally, the current
population was decreased by 30% over 30 years. Continuing the relationship between
decreased emissions and sea ice allowed for an accurate prediction of a decrease in polar bears
by 2050 when renewable energy is used. The results showed that by use of renewable energy
resources decreasing CO2 emissions by 60%, then sea ice will face a 2.702% decrease and
there will only be a 12.02% decrease in the polar bear population by the year 2050.
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Title: Evaluation of a Model for Urban Vegetation Barrier Effects on Air Pollution

         Air pollution is a serious global issue, responsible for approximately one in every nine
deaths each year, ranking it among the greatest environmental hazards to human health. It is of
particular concern in urban areas, where elevated pollutant concentrations and potential
sufferers converge. Over one half of the world’s population presently lives in urban areas, and
the urban population ratio is expected to reach 68% by 2050. Common air pollutants include
particulate matter (PM), sulphur dioxide (SO2), ground-level ozone (O3), nitrogen oxide
(NOx) and carbon monoxide (CO). While elevated rates of air pollution pose serious health
risks for humans, outdoor plants can help reduce the harmful effects of air pollution by
filtering and purifying the air around us.

In this project Common Ivy, Aster and Miniature Andromeda plants were evaluated for air
pollutant mitigation. In this study we developed a vegetation barrier model with the plant
located in the middle of the greenhouse box, and air pollutant was sprayed on one side of the
plant. Dispersion patterns of sprayed pollutants were tested with and without vegetation
barrier. Measurements of carbon dioxide (CO2), Formaldehyde (HCHO), Total Volatile
Organic Compounds (TVOC), and Particulate Matter (PM2.5/PM10) were taken before
spraying, then at 0 and 30 minutes after spraying, using both monitors.

The results show mitigation rates (in 177 ft3 of air after 30 min): for TVOC the minimum
reduction is 5 mg/m3; for HCHO, 1 mg/m3; for CO2, 2000 ppm; for PM2.5, 2000 ug/m3; and
for PM10 it was 1000 ug/m3.
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Title: Differences in Giving Up Densities of Sciurus Carolinensis in Urban vs Rural
Environments

Humans are expanding their area of use at a rapid rate that is only increasing. There is little
research on the effects of human developments on the Landscape of Fear (how much they fear
predation) in foraging animals. The variation in giving-up densities of Sciurus Carolinensis in
urban and rural environments will be tested. Rural environments should have a higher giving-
up density than the urban counterparts. Trays were placed at 0, 10, 20, and 30 meters from a
tree line into an open field. The trays were filled with sand and 500 grams of whole corn. The
squirrels were allowed to forage from sunrise to sunset for four days at each site. A
conditioning period of two days where no sand was added was used to allow the squirrels to
become acclimated to trays and food. It was found that rural squirrels had a greater giving up
density than urban squirrels. On average, the 30 m tray for the rural population had 486.25 g
remaining while the urban population had 310 g remaining. The rural population showed a
greater difference in giving up density in between trays. The findings in this experiment show
that human developments are having an impact on the foraging behavior of animals. As
humans continue to develop, minimizing the impact that our developments have on these
behaviors should become a greater priority.
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Title: Using Deep Learning to Efficiently Quantify the Impact of Road Salt Runoff on the Swim
Performance of Wood Frog Tadpoles

In recent decades, roads have undergone a staggering expansion upward of 60 million km in
length for the U.S. alone. These conduits of salt pollution permeate freshwater habitats,
leading to rising extinction rates of 4% annually. Local wildlife like wood frogs, a widespread
species vital to ecological diversity, have been severely impacted by salinization. Yet, there is
relatively little known about tadpoles’ reaction to de-icing compared to adults. Thus, this study
focuses on how road salt exposure influences wood frog tadpole swim performance, pivotal to
predator evasion. Due to restrictions, my supervisor exposed 11 groups of tadpoles to four salt
concentrations up to 7,000 µS/cm and administered burst-swim trials. 650 videos overall were
trimmed and analyzed using deep neural networks, a set of algorithms based on the brain
capable of extremely efficient motion analysis, from the Python package DeepLabCut.
Tadpole tails in 200 derived images of the training dataset were manually labeled and the
network underwent 13,500 iterations to learn tail-tracking. The network then analyzed videos
autonomously, providing tail coordinates for each frame. The R package trajr was used to
analyze these coordinates for sinuosity, an angular measure of motion flexibility that better
characterizes tail fluctuations and fitness. Results suggest that although swimming ability
decreased as road salt first increased, a potentially adaptive natural safeguard was triggered by
harsh conditions since the greatest sinuosity values occurred at the highest salt level.
Consequently, this encourages novel conservation strategies, working in tandem with
evolutionary processes, to mitigate contamination.
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Title: Examining the energy efficiency of variations of Synechocystis nigrescens bioinks in
biophotovoltaic cells

Biophotovoltaic (BPV) cells harness energy through the electron transfer of microbes leading
to wide scientific interest in their potential applications as renewable energy. Several studies
showed sustained energy output using the cyanobacteria species Synechocystis through
experimental methods such as 2D printing cells onto copy paper and combining two different
microbe species for longevous output in a traditional fluid chamber design. This project
examined the effects on energy output of cyanobacteria Synechocystis nigrescens when
manipulating three elements of the BPV system: 1) carbon cathode types (carbon cloth vs.
carbon paper), 2) paper types (copy paper vs. filter paper), and 3) effects of plasmid mixed
bacteria (transformed vs. untransformed). The paper-based BPV system of this project
consisted of carbon cathode and anode components with anode containing Synechocystis
nigrescens “bioink” on paper and hydrogel as an electron flow material. Through different
manipulations on the BPV system, the potential opportunities to maximize power for this
alternative energy were observed. Measurements were obtained from both a self-fabricated
JUAMI potentiostat and a multimeter. Findings indicated that 1) carbon cloth, 2) filter paper,
and 3) untransformed bacteria tests produced the greatest power densities relative to other
tests. One avenue of interest for microbial BPV cell systems is using paper-based BPV cells as
eco-friendly “disposable energy”. This explains the use of papers (i.e., carbon, copy, filter) as
the main tests of variation in this project’s experimentation. This light and compact battery
alternative opens doors to possible advancements in daily medical aids, outdoor survival, and
space technology.
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Title: The Effects of Negative Thermal Stress on the Germination of Invasive and Native Plant
Seeds in Connecticut

This study tested the effects of negative thermal stress on eight seed types, four of which were
native to Connecticut and four of which were invasive to Connecticut. Each seed species
collection was split in half, with half of each species experiencing negative thermal stress. All
of the seeds were then germinated for three weeks and the number of seeds that germinated
within each sample were counted. The difference in the number of germinated seeds from
each species exposed to negative thermal stress was compared to the percentage of germinated
seeds of the same species that were not exposed to negative thermal stress. This showed that
the seed species out of the types used in this experiment that best survived negative thermal
were native to Connecticut, thus showing that plants native to Connecticut survive better
thermal stress than plants invasive to Connecticut.
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Title: Determining the Efficacy of Zingiber Officinale to Promote the Bioremediation of
Bioplastics through Amylase Hydrolysis

As the expansion of the bioplastics industry continues to grow there is a new stress to mitigate
the long and short-term effects of starch-based bioplastics on environmental parameters. This
research proposes that Zingiber Officinale (ginger) can be used to promote amylase hydrolysis
of starches in Crassostrea virginica (Eastern Oyster), the model filter feeding organism,
allowing for less excess starch to remain in the marine environment. The purpose of this
experiment is to determine the water quality mitigation requirements and the efficacy of the
oyster ginger/amylase systemic bioremediation process. Multiple trials were conducted to
evaluate water quality parameters over a twenty-four-hour period with the addition of
bioplastics to saltwater. Starch absorbances of tanks with oysters and different concentrations
of ginger were compared to measure the starch concentration over time. All research was
independently designed and executed unless otherwise noted. Hardness, salinity, and
temperature were not affected while the turbidity, dissolved oxygen, and pH data indicated
that there was a statistically significant change over time due to bioplastics. Data concluded;
oysters treated in a .1M ginger solution bioremediated 230% more starch than the untreated
oysters, oysters treated in a .055M concentration of ginger bioremediated 317% more starch in
5 hours compared to untreated oysters. The starch concentration decreased 13% faster in
the .055M solution compared to the .1M solution. Future applications include a secondary
ginger treatment of oyster beds for bioremediation of microplastics in addition to the
supplemental ginger in the starch matrix of biodegradable plastics prior to dehydration.
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Title: Heating Oceans And Their Threats To Marine Life

My research project, Heating Oceans And Their Threats To Marine Life, is an attempt to bring
more attention to the fluctuating temperature in Earth’s oceans, and how they affect all of the
marine life around them. I have been working on developing a plan for everyone to easily
reduce their carbon footprint in order to preserve our oceans and save marine ecosystems at
risk. In order to come up with this plan I researched the fluctuation in temperature to
determine how it is  affecting different species of plants and animal life.

I started by researching the effects of temperature change on wildlife living in the oceans and
then researched the causes of coral bleaching, loss of breeding grounds, and animal
endangerment. The main causes of these issues that were found included ocean acidification
and carbon waste. I used this research to conclude how reducing our carbon footprint would
have a substantial impact on returning our oceans to their healthier state. After the research
was found, I created a list of things that the general public could easily follow to decrease their
carbon footprints. The goal is to increase the ability to inform the public that their choices can
truly can make an impact. On top of the guides that were created from my research, I also
added websites and foundations that people can follow to increase their understanding of their
impacts and climate change in our oceans.
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Title: Testing Handmade, Pit Fired Clay Water Filters to Produce Clean Water for Developing
Nations

The purpose of this research project is to test a handmade, pit fired clay filter in order to clean
water for developing countries. While there has been research done in this area, this project is
focusing on using a different pot design to see how it will affect the cleaning process of the
water. Within this experiment, there are two designs being tested to see which pot is more
effective and efficient. The process of pit firing will be used because it is an accessible
technology to developing nations. Once the pots have been pit fired, water from a local pond
will be filtered, then the turbidity will be tested at a nearby city water department laboratory.
A t-test will be used to determine the significance of the sample results.
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Title: Forest Fires Fuel Droughts

Climate change has an impact on many aspects of life and the environment that we live in. In
recent years, the frequency of forest fires has been increasing worldwide and so has the land
area affected by drought. This project aimed to test the interdependence between forest fires
and droughts. If the amount of land burned by forest fires increases, then the intensity of
droughts will increase because forest fires increase levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
which in turn would raise average temperatures thereby increasing drought occurrence. In
order to test this idea, data was obtained from multiple sources (California and Australia), and
analyzed using scatter-plot graphs. Data analysis included graphs to compare forest fires to
carbon dioxide emissions, as well as average precipitation levels. This was followed by a
combinatorial analysis of forest fire acreage burned and average precipitation. The analysis
reveals a direct correlation between forest fires and droughts. It was inferred that as forest fires
burned more land, the average precipitation decreased, thereby facilitating drought occurrence.
The data reminds us of the long-lasting effects of climate change and the importance of
maintaining our “living” planet, one that can sustain human life for years to come.
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Title: The Effect of Organic Duckweed versus Chemical Fertilizer on the Growth of Lactuca
sativa and Ortho-Phosphate Runoff

Chemical fertilizers used to enrich soils contribute to nutrient pollution through runoff. By
determining if chemical or organic fertilizer contributes more to ortho-phosphate pollution and
its effectiveness on plant growth, we can better manage ortho-phosphate pollution. I
hypothesized that organic fertilizer, made from duckweed, will release less ortho-phosphate in
runoff and be as effective at promoting growth compared to chemical fertilizers. The
independent variable will be the type of fertilizer organic or chemical (Humboldt Nutrients 0
-10-0)] applied to the lettuce (Lactuca sativa). The dependent variables will be the ortho-
phosphate amount present in the runoff and lettuce growth. Each experimental group consisted
of 10 circular containers filled with 500 g of soil treated with 5 mLs of Humboldt 0-10-0 or
the organic fertilizer once every week and 4 lettuce sprouts. They were grown indoors and
watered 40 ml twice a week. When given fertilizer and water, they were set aside for 6 hours
before the plants were watered and another container was placed under it to catch runoff for 5
mins. The Bartvation ortho-phosphate test strips were used to determine the ortho-phosphate
concentration in the runoff and height was measured using a ruler. Data trends thus far show
that organic fertilizer may not be as effective compared to chemical fertilizer for enhancing
plant growth, but are still capable of promoting growth. By determining which type of
fertilizer is better at promoting plant growth and how much ortho-phosphate they release, we
can better protect our aquatic environments by redistributing recycled phosphate.
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Title: Density of Microplastics: An investigation to determine concentration in the dorsal tissue
of Morone saxatilis

The purpose of this project was to determine the density of embedded microplastics in the
dorsal muscle mass of Morone saxatilis, or Striped Bass, from the Long Island Sound. It was
hypothesized that microplastics would be present in at least 25% of the tissue samples and that
the microplastics will be more prevalent in Morone saxatilis larger than 20 inches as compared
to samples measuring 20 inches or less. Data collection required three main phases. First,
striped bass were collected from a fish market and brought to the lab where they were
prepared for tissue extraction. Using a tissue plug, .10g to .14g of dorsal muscle was extracted
from each tissue filet, placed into an eppendorf tube, and immediately stored in a freezer at
-17oC. After 48 hours, samples were pulverized and placed into a solution containing 90%
H₂O and 10% KOH for 24 hours to further decompose the tissue. Samples were then sucked
through a vacuum filter using 47-micron filter paper. The filtered samples were observed
under a microscope to identify, count, and catalog any microplastics present. Results proved
our hypothesis as 100% of the samples contained microplastics at varying levels. Statistical
analysis indicated a correlation between the number of microplastics and the size, and relative
age, of the sample organism.
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Title: The Antimicrobial Effects of Copper on Antibiotic Resistant Strains of Bacteria

The project we’ve been conducting experiments on, targets the antimicrobial effects of copper
from the antibiotic resistance found in strains of bacteria.  Copper has the potential to kill
other types of deadly diseases and viruses in places like hospitals and public areas where
bacteria spreads rapidly. Our project has been completed by physically contacting copper to
the substitute ESKAPE pathogen relatives throughout three trials. The petri dishes contain
10% TSA along with 4 groups of the bacteria used for the streaking. The eskape pathogen
relatives we’re using are: Pseudomonas putida, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Bacillus subtilis
and Escherichia coli. Our results have shown copper’s ability to fight off pathogens from the
streaked bacteria. Four categories organized as control, present, after and under represent
different techniques performed to find different results varying from the data recorded in each
trial. The petri dishes from each group shows different reactions found due to copper
encountering the different types of bacteria in certain instances. The “control” only has
bacteria streaked onto the media, the “present” has copper immediately placed on the streaked
media opposed to “after'' representing copper placed onto streaked media afterwards and the
“under” group has copper embedded into the streaked media. Over the course of several
weeks, the results observed have been undeniable seeing that the absence of bacteria from the
copper has been drastic. Altogether, copper has a natural ability to fight off eskape pathogen
relatives because of its antimicrobial properties, and it has a lot of potential if used properly.
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Title: Converting Natural Byproducts Into Soil Compost For Crops Using the Bokashi Method

The Bokashi composting method is a method used to break down food and organic matter to
provide plants with nutrients. Places like Hawaii and Asia typically use this way of
composting because the majority of the plants grown there are anaerobic. It is an efficient way
to save space rather than continuously adding waste to landfills. The Bokashi composting
method will help minimize several environmental problems that society faces today, including
landfills and hazardous waste disposal. Landfills all around the world release huge amounts of
methane and carbon emissions. Both of these greenhouse gases contribute to climate change,
which is why the global food system makes up for one third of human-caused gas emissions.
This composting method reuses natural byproducts in fruit, vegetable, dairy, meat, and bone
waste to provide an additional amount of nutrients for plants. The Bokashi method is simple to
set up, creating the flakes that contain the EM-1 bacteria, lactobacillus casei strains. EM-1
bacteria is the microbial inoculant that enables the waste to break down. The waste products
are then left for ten days, allowing the bacteria to ferment the food. The purpose of this
research is to show an alternative method that is better than traditional composting methods.
The simplicity of the setup and the usage of the byproducts in the compost could have a
significant impact on future gardening. If America can implement Bokashi composting, it can
help eliminate thousands of pounds of waste in landfills that add to environmental
contaminants and global warming.
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Title: Effects of Microplastics on the Regeneration of Organisms

Our research focuses on the abundant appearance of microplastics in the food and water that is
consumed by the human population. Microplastics are not only consumed by humans, but also
many aquatic organisms. By understanding how microplastics can affect smaller marine
organisms, it may lead to future understandings of how microplastics can affect humans. We
want to know if microplastics have the capacity to be harmful to organisms. More specifically,
we are interested in studying if microplastics can harm the regenerative processes of certain
organisms, and to what extent. In our experiment, we will have seven groups of Nematostella
vectensis and seven groups of brown planaria. One of the seven groups will be a control group
where the organisms are not exposed to plastic. Three of the seven groups will have different
amounts of plastic and will be exposed to the microplastic before we cut them (these will be
referred to as the pre-exposure groups).  The remaining three groups will have the same
amounts of plastic as the pre-exposure groups but the organisms will be exposed to plastic
after the organisms are cut.  To compare growth we will measure the organisms with
micrometers and take pictures of them in each class. As of right now, we do not have any
results, but we plan to have some soon as we are currently conducting research. No
conclusions can be drawn yet as we do not have sufficient data from our research.
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Title: The Investigation of Common Materials in the Filtration of Soot and Smoke

Carbon emissions have facilitated global warming and are becoming the major issue for the
environment over the last decades. We came up with a possible simple  solution to reduce
carbon emissions by filtering harmful particles in smoke. We used common materials
including cotton, nylon, and silk. First, we weighed the cloths. The filtration device consists of
a cloth material secured to the top of a hurricane jar which is enclosed to stop the smoke from
escaping. An air quality tester was placed inside the sealed environment. Before the use of the
cloths, we tested the candle without a cloth in the filter. The candle was then lit, and the
filtration device was placed on top. Smoke particles from the candle rose through the cloth,
some getting trapped as they passed through. After we filtered through a specific cloth, we
weighed the cloth again, to see if there was a difference in weight. Our results from this
experiment were inconclusive because our air quality tester was not sensitive enough. We
were hoping for more dramatic decreases. We have concluded there is no simple way to
greatly filter our carbon emissions. The most basic solution to reduce global warming is to
decrease fossil fuel usage.
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Title: The Design and Testing of Debris Deflectors to Prevent Buildup in Culverts

Culverts are pipes that are connected to storm drains. The purpose is to prevent debris buildup
in culverts and design debris deflectors that will decrease debris. Using debris deflectors will
help with culvert damage and buildup. Without debris deflectors, water can become
contaminated and unsafe for drinking. This could also lead to disruptions to the aquatic
ecosystems which the water ends up near. These animals may be harmed because of debris.
The use of debris deflectors will decrease contamination in waters, make safer water for
drinking, and it will help aquatic life in nearby ecosystems. How can debris deflectors prevent
the least amount of buildup? For the control, no debris deflectors were used in the testing rig.
The debris deflectors were measured by how much debris they captured in percentages and the
debris deflector with the highest percentage performed the best. Mark 3 was the best at
capturing debris with an average of 89% debris trapped. Mark 1 and Mark 2 did worse than
mark 3 with an average of 73% and 78%. Based on the results, Mark 3 captured the most
debris compared to Mark 1 and Mark 2.
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Title: Toilet Power: Capturing Wasted Energy from Home Fixtures

The objective of our experiment is to convert kinetic energy from the inlet valve filling a toilet
into electrical energy to charge a phone. Our initial inspiration was to move away from fossil
fuels using wasted energy, which we succeeded in demonstrating during experimentation.
When the toilet fills with a relatively fast flow, about 1.7 gallons/minute, it presents the
opportunity to convert kinetic energy from the toilet’s water flow into electrical energy that
could be used for practical purposes. This has been done to an extent in Hong Kong in 2013
when wasted water from a shower drain was utilized for other needs. We connected a water
turbine between the inlet valve and the holding tank of a toilet. Each flush resulted in the tank
being refilled with water in approximately 48 seconds, producing a continuous charge up to 12
volts during the refill. In addition, we added a disassembled car charger rewired to connect the
turbine to the phone. The car charger is used to limit the voltage so that the phone does not get
damaged.  Once the turbine and phone are properly connected and assembled, we flush the
toilet and get an indicator that the phone is successfully charging. One flush may not fully
charge a cell phone, but multiple flushes over time can fully charge a phone. For example, if
one were to circuit-together multiple toilets in a large complex, substantial amounts of energy
could be generated.
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Title: Oxidation Proclamation

The project purpose statement will demonstrate the effects that will occur when copper,
stainless steel, galvanized steel, and iron are submerged in saltwater over time. The summary
of the procedures will show if certain metals are affected by being submerged in saltwater.
My project is important to society because it will prove what kind of metal is best to use when
working in or around saltwater.  The hypothesis is that some of the metals will be affected and
others will not be affected.  I will conduct this experiment by submerging different metals in
saltwater over a recorded time frame. Each week, I will record the information and any
changes to the metals by using visual observation and a microscope to document changes
which will be shown in photographs.
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Title: Purifying Water with Activated Charcoal

The purpose of my project was to find out if activated charcoal purifies water, and if so how
much charcoal do you need to see the best results. I experimented with different amounts of
activated charcoal. In each jar, I poured in ½ cups of water. I dropped in eight drops of red
food coloring into the four jars. Then I put 2 tablespoons, 1 tablespoon, and ½ tablespoons
into each individual jar. In the fourth jar, I did not add any activated charcoal so I would have
a reference of the beginning color as the days went by. When I added the charcoal to the jars, I
put lids on the jars so that the water would not evaporate over the days. I made a hypothesis
that the charcoal would clear the water and I predicted the jar with two tablespoons of
activated charcoal in it would clear the water faster. I also make a hypothesis that the jar with
the least amount of activated charcoal would work the slowest. After five days I made a
conclusion that my hypothesis was correct in that the jar with two tablespoons of activated
charcoal was almost completely clear with no red food coloring left and the jar with the least
amount of activated charcoal taking the longest to clear and to see results. In the end, the
results I saw were that charcoal filters do work and are a good way to purify your water in an
efficient way.
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Title: lights on... or lights off?...

The purpose of this project is to investigate if flicking lights on/off uses more electricity than
just leaving them on. Vampire energy tests on small appliances were also measured.

The hypothesis is it will take less electricity to turn a lightbulb on/off than leaving it on
continuously, because less electricity will be used.

Four light bulbs were tested: incandescent, halogen, CFL and LED with the same output of
800 lumens. An electrical testing board was constructed that consisted of light receptacles, a
kilowatt digital power meter and light switches. Each lightbulb was tested on continuously for
six minutes then flicking it on/off for six minutes. Phase 2 tested small appliances to measure
the energy used on standby. Energy cost and consumption were calculated from digital
measurements.

Incandescent used 57 Watts when on continuously and 34 Watts flicking on/off.
Halogen used 43 Watts when on continuously and 21 watts flicking on/off.
CFL used 14 Watts on continuously and  8 Watts flicking on/off.
LED use 9 Watts on continuously and 4 watts flicking on/off
Most small appliances used between 0.8 and 13 watts in standby mode.

These results supported the hypothesis because the data showed that flicking lights on/off
saved energy and cost versus staying on continuously. The LED bulb proved to be most
energy efficient if it was kept on continuously or flicked on/off. Energy consumption could be
decreased by unplugging appliances not constantly in use.
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Title: Implementation of Metal-Oxide-Induced Agglomeration and Electromagnetic Filtration
for Removal of Microplastics

Microplastics, nondegradable fragments of plastic debris less than 5mm in size that arise from the
breakdown of consumer products, are persistently found in water sources and pose health hazards to all
species. Their microscopic size renders them difficult to remove using conventional water purification
processes.

This project investigated using novel electrically-driven methods to agglomerate and remove
microplastics from contaminated water samples. Three methods were analyzed: electrically-
magnetized filtration, electrically-magnetized filtration enhanced by the addition of metal (iron,
manganese, nickel) oxides into the contaminated water samples to better agglomerate microplastics,
and electrolysis. It was hypothesized that enhanced filtration would be most effective due to metal
oxides’ agglomeration with microplastics, allowing microplastics to be attracted to the filter, iron oxide
being the most effective oxide due to strong magnetic properties.

Microplastics (HDPE, PETE, PP) were each added to distilled water to create separate samples, along
with a sample of washing machine discharge containing microplastic fibers from synthetic cloth. These
were assessed using three analyses prior to and following the above agglomeration methods:
spectroscopic analysis (using Beer-Lambert’s Law to determine the extent of filtration of suspended
microplastics from the samples), microscopic analysis (quantifying the number of microplastic
fragments within the samples), and turbidity tube analysis (determining turbidity levels).

In all three analyses, the implementation of iron oxide with the electrically-magnetized filter, removing
about 50% of microplastics, worked most effectively in all microplastic samples compared to all other
methods. The electrolytic cell worked the least effectively out of all the methods, removing only about
7%.

Student Name(s): S. Mohanraj

Abstract:

255
Word Count

1. As a part of this research project, the student directly handled, manipulated, or interacted with (check
all that apply):
                                   human subjects                  potentially hazardous biological agents
                                   vertebrate animals             controlled substances

2. Student independently performed all procedures as outlined in this abstract.
3. This project was conducted at a Registered Research Institution.
4. Is this project a continuation?

5. My display board includes photographs/visual depictions of humans (other than myself or my family):

x
x

x
x

Yes No
Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Technical Disciplines Selected by the Student
(Listed in order of relevance to the project) CH  EM  AT

Project
Number
5501

CSEF Official Abstract and Certification Fair Category

P8



Title: CATALYST CHEMICAL REACTION -Coke and Mentos

MEEM’S ABSTRACT: My research is about the "Coca Cola & Mentos Experiment" that
shows how higher or lower the height would be from the Catalyst Chemical Reaction after we
add the number of Mentos wanted. The number of Mentos added to the 2 Coca Cola Bottles
would show the results by itself because the explosion is going to happen after the amount of
Mentos are put into the Coca Cola Bottles.   For example, 1 Coca Cola Bottle has 14 Mentos,
and the other Bottle has 7 Mentos. I would like to know the results are the same height or
different heights. Next the research of my project will be about heights. My definitive answer
to my research project would be about how higher or lower the Coca Cola explodes.
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Title: Ventilation for COVID-19: What is Effective?

COVID-19 is a virus that has plagued the world for just under a year. It has been a hard-fought
battle to keep it at bay, one that we seem to be losing. CDC guidelines instruct us to wear
masks and remain socially distanced, as well as to ventilate public spaces. In this project, I
tested two different kinds of ventilation, as well as a control. First, I tested how particles
moved in a room with no ventilation. Then, I tested how particles moved in a room with a fan
blowing air in. I also tested how they moved in a room with a fan blowing air in, and a
window open opposite the fan. My findings concluded that a fan is not useful, and is in fact
detrimental, when there is not a window open. This is because the contaminated particles just
get scattered around the room, rather than getting blown out.
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Title: The Effect of River Bank Medium on River Erosion

The purpose of this project is to determine how river erosion is affected by the medium of the
river bank.  How does the medium of a river bank affect the erosion of a river bank? If gravel
contains less volume and less density, then the water should flow through the gravel much
faster than the sand. If the sand contains more volume and more density, then the water will
have a harder time flowing through it leaving the gravel with the fastest time. In order to
determine if river erosion is affected by the river bank medium, a percolation test was done.
This will test how fast water passes through each specific medium. The container was held
over the sink to contain all materials that might have fallen out of the holes to reuse them
again. The fastest time of the empty container was 14.25 seconds. The Gravel came close, but
only had a time of 16.47 seconds as its fastest time. The slowest medium was the sand at
118.82 seconds being the slowest. The fastest the sand ever came to was 116.66 seconds.  The
river bank medium effects erosion by slowing down or speeding up the drainage flow of
water. This was predicted in the hypothesis and then proven throughout 12 trials. Hence, the
overall conclusion is that gravel is the best medium for a river bank since it both reinforces the
river bank, and it allows the water to flow at a constant rate.
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Title: Can Diodes Be Used to Reduce the Negative Impacts of Road Salt on Streams?

Winter in Connecticut has a common feature: road salt. We appreciate how salt makes driving
easier but fail to notice the runoff from roads carrying high amounts of salt. The road salt
reaches streams and inhibits aquatic species’ growth and reproduction, as well as feeding into
wells and reservoirs. If we stopped salting, accidents would increase, but we can try to remove
the salt from the streams so that it does not continue to harm ecosystems. I wanted to study
whether or not salt could be removed from water using electrodes, and how long it would take
to do so. Therefore, I inserted copper electrodes into a cup of water with a variable amount of
salt and charged them with 4.5 volts for a minute. Then, I moved the electrodes to a different
jar, removed the charge, rinsed the electrodes, and measured the salt level before repeating the
process. To measure the salt level, I used a multimeter to test the resistance. My initial
hypothesis was that the salt level would be lowered, taking about 4 cycles for every 2% of salt.
The salt level did lower initially but then quickly rose to levels much higher than the original
amount. This, together with the color changing of the copper wire, indicated that copper was
released into the water as an ion. It might be viable to use short bursts of electricity, but more
testing is required. Meanwhile, electrodes should not be used to remove salt from streams.
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Title: OXIDIZED CHEMICAL REACTION - Coke and Bleach

The following science project will identify the Oxidized Chemical Reaction of mixing coke
cola with bleach. The materials used for this project is a 16.9 oz bottle of coke, Bleach, a cup,
and a mixing tool.  This project contains a breakdown in a 5 minute interval in which the
chemical starts to react. This project also contains my data findings. The purpose of this
project was to identify the use of house hold products along with the mixture of soda.     This
project is also based on the hypothesis of a colored substance turning into a clear substance.
This project also concludes my results and future recommendations the research I performed.
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Title: Comparing wood/plastic composite & hemp/polylactic acid composite to determine the
best moisture resistant material

The Earth Day movement, started in 1972, ushered in increased concern for the environment
resulting in recycling programs for a variety of products including plastics. At the same time,
petroleum-based plastics were recognized as a finite resource stimulating development of bio-
based polymers each with unique properties based on polymer type and other materials used.
For example, cellulose-based materials are often added to plastic composites to provide
stiffness and reduce weight. Cellulose is inherently hygroscopic and understanding its effect
on composite moisture behaviour is important for ensuring proper utilization and long service
life. This experiment compared the effects of water immersion of a wood/plastic composite
(Trex) or a hemp/polylactic acid (PLA) composite with solid cedar, pine, and teak by
measuring moisture uptake and dimensional stability. Six samples of each material
(approximately 19 mm thick by 6 mm wide by 64 mm long) were weighed (nearest 0.01 g)
and their dimensions measured (nearest 0.5 mm). Three samples were immersed in tap water
at room temperature (temperature range of 19 °C) and the remainder were immersed at 3 °C.
The samples were reweighed and measured after 30 days. Trex absorbed more water than the
hemp/PLA filament but both absorbed far less water than the wood samples. Trex contains
about 60% wood while 3D-Fuel's hemp/PLA filament contains 7%-8% hemp. It is also
important to note most swelling occurs tangentially. As a result, each sample's thickness had
the most percentage change in dimensions.
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Title: Eco-friendly Remediation of Arsenic and Phosphates from Contaminated Water
Resources Using Iron Fortified Spinach Roots and Biochar

Increased industrialization continues to release many pollutants, including arsenic and
phosphates, into groundwater resources. A simple, effective and easily-constructed filtration
system is needed to remove both contaminants, particularly where potable water is scarce.
Recent research has highlighted the use of iron as an arsenic-absorbent via unique electrostatic
interactions, however its preparation is difficult. Iron’s absorbance of soluble phosphates
remains uninvestigated. Herein, a simple filtration column was designed from common
materials (sand, gravel, and biochar), along with Fe+3-fortified spinach root (FeSR). To create
FeSR, 2.5grams chopped-SR was added to 250ml 0.1M FeCl3, stirred overnight, and adjusted
to pH=5 to facilitate stronger adsorption of As(V)/As(III). A filter-system was constructed in a
2.5x30cm borosilicate tube, to facilitate contaminant-medium interaction, in the following top-
bottom order: sand-FeSR-sand-biochar-gravel (15:1:5:1.5:15 m/m). Following, 50ml of
100ppb As and 10ppm PO4-3 were separately passed through the filter column (~50ml/min).
ICP analysis confirms removal of ~90% As in one filter pass to 10.2ppb, well below the EPA
water action level of 15ppb. Continued filtration (5-passes) reduces As to 0.42ppb. For
phosphates, 2-filtration passes were required to reduce the contaminant below the 25ppb EPA-
WAL, to 3.6ppb, and 1.4ppb in 5-passes. Filtration with a FeSR-free column reduced As and
PO4-3 to 74.2ppb and 703ppb respectively, further highlighting FeSR’s absorbent nature.
FTIR analyses of all filtrates demonstrate that they are free of filter-column materials.
SEM/EDS analyses of the post-filtration column materials further highlight FeSR and
biochar’s affinity for both contaminants, and confirm the efficiency of the column
construction for complete removal of As/PO4-3.
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Title: Yielding High Value Secondary Products from Fossil Fuel Waste Utilizing Electrolysis

Currently there is a large problem with the wasting of resources when it comes to the
treatment of coal fly ash. With the use of electrolysis on a coal fly ash solution, aluminum can
be sequestered from the material as well as other high-value byproducts. Using electrolysis to
separate aluminum from coal fly ash could become a major source for the metal. The goal of
the project are to develop a cost-effective and efficient way to obtain aluminum with
electrolysis. The project is being completed with the use of an x-ray spectrometer to determine
and analyze the yields of the electrolysis reaction with the coal fly ash. The electrolysis
reaction is being completed with the use of a low voltage power supply that electrifies the
solution. Aluminum is being reclaimed from the coal fly ash.  With current data collected over
many months of experimentation it seems that there is some alumina that is being separated
from the coal fly ash, but at a very small efficiency. However, there is a large amount of silica
and other materials that are being separated from the coal fly ash through electrolysis. Future
implications that this project could have would include new ways of production for the
world’s most highly demanded metals and the efficient production of other materials that may
be difficult to produce as of now. Future research relating to this project could include the uses
of different electrolytes and methods in reclaiming these materials from the coal fly ash.
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Title: Improving and Designing Renewable Technology... even when the sun doesn’t shine

In recent decades, human activity has caused significant carbon dioxide buildup in our
atmosphere and is negatively impacting Earth’s climate. Renewable technology such as solar
panels, wind turbines, and hydro-electric dams have been developed to minimize our carbon
footprint. However, current clean energy harvesters all have common deficiencies; all depend
on weather conditions and are unreliable.

This project seeks to improve the design and efficiency of existing energy harvesting systems
to generate electricity with less dependency on weather. My analysis includes the average
energy production and consistency of the harvester, along with size, environment impact, and
lifespan. The result is a harvesting system, capturing energy from ocean waves and direct
sunlight.

Average 10kW solar panel systems, costing $20,000, have the smallest footprint and the
highest energy conversion. Wind turbines with a capacity of 2,000-3,000 kW cost $2.6-$4
million. Although wind turbines are cheaper per kW and have an extensive lifespan, their
average energy conversion efficiency is 30%-40%. While hydroelectric dams are the most
consistent energy harvesters --producing 1,000-10,000 kW--, their costs soar as high as
$4,500/kW and have a large impact on the environment.

After developing many CAD sketches, my final design is a multi-harvester system that
includes 3 PowerBuoys©  joined through a main structure, three 10 kW solar panel networks
integrated on “wings” enabling optimal direction toward the sun, and storage capacity ranging
from 50-150 kWh. Each PowerBuoy© is capable of producing 8.4 kWh on an average day.
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Title: The Effect of Ocean Acidification on Chlorophyll a Concentration and the Net Primary
Productivity of Tetraselmis Phytoplankton

Carbon sequestration by phytoplankton is a natural process with potential to mitigate the
effects of excess atmospheric and oceanic carbon dioxide as the climate crisis progresses. The
purpose of this investigation was to evaluate the effect of reduced pH on the net primary
productivity (NPP) of phytoplankton as indicated by chlorophyll a concentration in order to
determine phytoplankton’s ability to absorb carbon dioxide under increasingly acidic
conditions. This research builds on previous work by focusing on chlorophyll a as an indicator
of NPP, using a controlled lab environment, and considering a pH range specific to ocean
acidification projections. In the lab, phytoplankton were grown using a live Tetraselmis
culture, divided into five samples, and subjected to different pH values ranging from 8.1 to
7.7. Every 24 hours for a week, chlorophyll was extracted from each sample via vacuum
filtration methods and measured using spectrophotometry at two wavelengths: 645 and 665
nm. Chlorophyll a concentrations could then be calculated from absorbance ratings. The data
collected during this experiment demonstrates a decrease in average chlorophyll a
concentration as pH decreases, therefore indicating a simultaneous decrease in NPP. Since
depth was controlled in this experiment, the production per unit chlorophyll concentration was
constant, and NPP and chlorophyll a concentration are directly proportional. These results
reveal that lower oceanic pH will affect phytoplankton carbon sequestration as ocean
acidification continues. Understanding the future productivity of phytoplankton provides
context for climate change projections and the future health of marine ecosystems.
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Title: How Do Different Environmentally Friendly Aggregates Affect The Bearing Strength of
Concrete

The goal of my experiment was to find a suitable, environmentally friendly aggregate to
replace gravel in concrete. For my experiment I conducted testing on 5 different aggregates:
plastic, paper, rubber, glass, and concrete debris. I conducted my research on the bearing
strength of concrete with each of the aggregates. To make my concrete, I used 2 parts portland
cement, 2 parts sand, 3 parts aggregate, and 3/2 parts water. I put these mixtures into
rectangular molds with the dimensions of 3.125 x 1.5625 x 0.3125 inches. I made 6 molds of
each mixture and tested them each by placing the mold horizontally with both sides being
supported by tables. I then took a bucket and tied it over the mold. To start testing I placed
weights in the bucket until the sample broke. I recorded the breaking weight for each of the 30
samples tested. For the samples with plastic as the aggregate the mean breaking weight was
35.33 lbs, paper was 56.67 lbs, rubber 22.17 lbs, glass 34.17 lbs, and concrete debris 42.5 lbs.
To conclude, my project found that paper was the strongest environmentally friendly
aggregate tested.
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Title: Designing a Data-collecting Robotic System to Help Negate the Effects of Eutrophication

The purpose of this project was to design a solar-powered robot that measures multiple
parameters of water quality in order to make data readily accessible for the detection of
eutrophication.  The robot was created in two main steps: designing the software and
designing the robot’s exterior.  The design of the software took place in three parts.  First,
code had to be written for the Arduino in order to have the temperature, pH, turbidity, and
dissolved oxygen sensors return data.  Then, code for the timing circuit was written, in which
a DS3231 real-time clock was used to externally wake up the Arduino every two hours.
Lastly, the sensor data was sent from the Arduino via LoRa and displayed on a Thingspeak
dashboard.  A solar-charged 3.7 v lithium-ion battery along with a voltage booster allows the
robot to remain outside indefinitely and provide continuous data.  The electronics were housed
in a waterproof plastic box, which was put inside a second box.  The 3d-printed tube that
contained all the sensors protruded from the bottom of this outer box.  Finally, this structure
was placed on a buoy ring. Initial trials determined that the robotic system succeeded in its
task of autonomously providing continuous, in-situ water data and making that data easily
accessible.
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Title: Creating a Smaller and More Portable Vertical Axis Wind Turbine to Increase
Accessibility and Usage of Wind Energy Harvesting Devices

Wind energy harvesting is a promising form of clean, renewable energy that is held back by
the limited applicability and versatility of most common wind turbines. The purpose of this
project is to create a smaller wind turbine that is portable and easier to use than existing
models and explore the possibility of using smaller, vertical axis turbines in places where
traditional models wouldn’t work.

Several turbine designs were reviewed during planning. The constructed prototype had to fit
the limited size and weight parameters while producing enough power for minor tasks. The H-
Darrieus vertical axis model was chosen for efficiency while being easier to manipulate into a
portable device. The device was tested in a closed hallway using a leaf blower at various
distances to simulate different wind speeds.

The turbine’s volume was less than a square meter, which was reduced by half when folded. A
maximum output of over 3W was produced in the relatively calm wind conditions used for
testing. Power output was limited by the usage of a weaker motor, due to material accessibility
limitations.

The foldability of the device successfully increased its portability without interfering with
efficacy. The power output was able to reach previously established experimental goals of 2-4
W, which is roughly the power required to charge a phone. In general, proof of concept for the
capabilities of a smaller, foldable vertical axis turbine was achieved because the tested model
was able to produce usable amounts of power in realistic conditions.
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Title: Natural Lubricant Substitute for Railroad Applications

Transporting food, goods, and people by rail is known to be one of the most efficient ways to
transport large volumes.  Reducing friction in rail would greatly increase fuel economy.  This
experiment replaces petroleum lubricants with environmentally friendly Deep Eutectic
Solvents (DES) and naturally derived lignin from wood pulp; as traditional oils contaminate
the surrounding soil.  DESs prepared from literature references did not have the same physical
properties as referenced.  This included a lower solubility of lignin than originally intended.
As a result, this required several modifications to the DESs in order to give them appropriate
viscosities and consistencies in order to be used as lubricants.  Friction was studied using a
homemade tribometer built from a bicycle wheel with an initially applied force and
monitoring the speed of the wheel using a tachometer and different lubricants.  Results
showed that unlike literature references, the DESs displayed no friction benefit on their own.
The addition of lignin proved that lignin is an efficient friction modifier.  Future work is
needed to improve its solubility of lignin so that it can be used as an environmentally friendly
friction modifier.
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Title: The Effect of Various Ammonium Nitrate Concentrations in Phaseolus lunatus to
Ameliorate Drought Tolerance

Increasing temperatures in drought-susceptible regions, as a product of climate change, have
harmed plants by accelerating rates of transpiration, or the evaporative process of water in
plants. The ultimate consequence of increased transpiration in drought areas is the depletion of
soil moisture and water in plant tissue, which causes many plants to become dehydrated and
die. The experimental response to this issue explores the effectiveness of thermodynamic
processes on the reduction of transpiration in Phaseolus lunatus as a means of mitigating the
negative effects of climate change in drought-susceptible regions. Over the course of three
weeks, Phaseolus lunatus plants were grown in various concentrations of ammonium nitrate
and several trials were performed testing pH, presence of ammonium and nitrate ions, rates of
transpiration, and temperature. The final experiment utilizes small quantities of ammonium
nitrate, and drought conditions are simulated for half of the plants through the use of a heating
mat. The same tests will be performed. The increase in concentration is expected to show an
inverse relationship with rates of transpiration due to the endothermic reaction caused by the
addition with water. Presence of ammonium and nitrate in each sample is expected to remain
constant throughout the experiment. These  results would provide insight into the development
of methods for reducing the effects of climate change by means of allowing plants to gain a
resistance to high temperatures and combating the exacerbated evaporation of water in
drought areas, thus giving plants the ability to survive in rapidly changing climates.
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Title: System for Underwater Passive Identification of Acoustic Signatures of the
Delphinapterus leucas

Though there are pre-existing programs utilizing the Fourier Transform to recognize specific
vocalizations of bats and aves, there is yet to be such a successful underwater contraption. For
species like the Stenella Clymene, a like system which utilizes deep learning to identify and
track dolphins based on signature whistle types (SWTs) can provide a currently unknown
estimation for the population. Due to limited access to the S. Clymene, initial programming
was done based on vocalizations of the Delphinapterus leucas (Beluga whale), acquired from a
local marine life reserve. These audios were inputted into a neural net to be broken down by
the discrete fourier transform into their wavelengths such that they could be used as the
control wavelengths searched for in unclassified audio. The program works by using the
Transform to separate audio into its individual wavelengths and then by isolating those
deemed important, that is part of a possible S. Clymene audio signature. The goal of
developing an AI program equipped to detect specific vocalizations from mixed audio is
completed at a rudimentary level, as a foreign D. Leucas audio can be detected based on its
similarities to a known and inputted audio - as identified by a neural net. The AI program
created can be adapted to account for relative variance in S. Clymene vocalizations. The
program can ultimately be applied to provide a new way of monitoring population analysis of
marine life, in a larger scheme, specifically including that of the S. Clymene.
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Title: Identifying the effects of radiofrequency-electromagnetic fields on small insects and
locating high RF-EMF zones in the environment.

Electromagnetic fields and radiation are becoming increasingly abundant and intense within
the environment as dependencies on technologies like wireless routers and cell towers
increase. The project focuses on the effects of fields on the neurological impacts on insects.
The fields are measured using an EMF meter. Their effects on insects were analyzed through
the measurement of neuron action potential. Field data was collected at points around
Lordship, Connecticut to establish the baseline peak EMF strengths and radio radiation
strengths respectively. Data of action potentials of insects exposed to different strengths of
electromagnetic fields from 5 milligauss to 100 milligauss were collected. This data was
recorded across multiple trials and a shift in data across differing EMF strengths was shown,
but no correlation was shown between the strength and the number of spikes in the recorded
time frame. Data on the Lordship area suggests that strong magnetic fields are not widespread
and the strongest sources of EMF do not have much area. Based on these results, modern EMF
emissions in residential areas are not a danger to insects and are not widespread. This implies
more room to expand on the strength of electronics and wireless communication technologies
in human environments, but more research should be done on the strength of electromagnetic
fields in dense, more technologically populated cities with technology with 5G
communications. Lordship does not have as much wireless technology as a large city may
have so measurements of electromagnetic field and radio radiation strength may yield very
different results.
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Title: Design of a Fe3O4/Bentonite/Graphite Coated Polyurethane Sponge for Economical and
Eco-Friendly Oil Spill Recovery

Annually, ~1.3 million gallons of crude oil spill into the ocean. Traditional oil cleanup
methods are costly, non-efficient, and environmentally harmful, highlighting the need for
simple and effective means for oil in water remediation. Both bentonite (an inexpensive clay)
and magnetite (Fe3O4) have demonstrated oil-absorbing properties, with the latter remaining
magnetic for facile retrieval of oil pollutants; however, neither has been applied in an effective
way. In this research, bentonite, Fe3O4, and graphite were embedded into a polyurethane
sponge, to create an oil-in-water remediation tool that removes both high levels
(insoluble/visible) oil contamination in water, as well as soluble, undetectable contaminants.
In use, the Fe3O4/Bentonite/Graphite-Coated Polyurethane (FBG) sponge is first placed atop
a simulated, contaminated solution of floating, insoluble oil (with a gasoline model
contaminant). After 10-minutes, the soaked FBG-sponge is removed and squeezed for ~100%
oil recovery (via measure of oil’s luminescence at 335nm (with a 235nm excitation). For a
4.8cm2 FBG-sponge, ~1.7g/L-cm2 of oil is removed from the water, and recovered for its
original, intended use. In phase 2 of remediation, a second, new FBG-sponge is inserted into
the now soluble oil-in-water resource. Within 4 days of floatation, 25.7 µg/cm2 oil is
removed, and the water is free of oil or other contaminants from the sponge-remediation
device. In phase-2, ~57% of the soluble hydrocarbons are recovered via a similar squeezing
method. SEM analyses of the used FBG-sponges highlight their prolonged integrity and verify
the presence of oil within its active ingredients.
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Title: VISTA: An Smart IoT Device to Alert Clients Regarding Freezing Pipes, High Heating
Bills, and Heat Sickness/Heatstroke.

My product, VISTA, is aimed at solving three critical problems: freezing pipes, high heating
bills, and death due to heatstroke. The VISTA sensor system is built using Arduino and
Adafruit technologies. The system provides a dashboard to configure the settings and sends
mobile text alerts to users.

To address the freezing pipes situation, I researched and saw that a temperature reading of 55
degrees or above is preferable to avoid a pipe burst. Using this information, I decided to alert
the user if the temperature dropped below that level; however, the users themselves can
change this baseline temperature setting below which the user needs to be alerted.

To address heat exhaustion and heatstroke, I have to calculate the heat index value of the
environment. Heat index is caused by a combination of the temperature and humidity. I used
the Rothfusz regression formula to calculate the heat index value. The calculated value can be
classified into 4 conditions (caution, extreme caution, danger, and extreme danger) based on
the severity. I alert the user accordingly.

To target high heating bills, the system needed a way to detect air leaks. This led me to create
a secondary sensor, identical in hardware, placed near windows, doors, and vents around the
home. I also kept a primary sensor in the center of the house. Through my trials, I saw that a
difference in 15 degrees was indicative of an air leak and thus alerted my user accordingly.
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Title: The Electrochemical Oxidation of Methane in a Fuel Cell Utilizing Carbon Sequestration

With carbon emissions of over 36 billion tons per year, the climate change crisis is expected to
increase in severity over the coming decades.  Methane, an extremely potent natural gas, is
emitted into the atmosphere in larger quantities each year.  While industries often flare this
methane to oxidize it into carbon dioxide (a much less potent gas), these emissions are still
harmful to the environment.  To ameliorate this issue, this project aims to devise a fuel cell
that will convert oxidized methane (CO2) into non-polluting carbon products such as baking
soda (NaHCO3).  Simulations were run using COMSOL v5.5 (modeling software) to
determine optimal conditions.  The optimal inlet pressure and NaCl inlet concentrations that
reduced the overall emission of CO2 and maintained charge neutrality in the fuel cell were
found to be 7000 Pa and 2 mol/m3, respectively.  These important conditions identified herein
can be used by future scientists to optimize a carbon sequestration fuel cell that will eliminate
carbon emissions and generate additional power from the methane oxidation process.  This
fuel cell will become widely implemented throughout the world.  This will in turn
significantly mitigate climate change, a pressing issue that our world currently faces.
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Title: Wildlife Recognition from Camera Trap Data using Computer Vision Algorithms

Camera trap is a common method to capture wild animals on film. It has been widely used in
wildlife conservation for decades. With increasingly available vision data from camera traps,
it becomes prohibitively costly to manually extract useful information from these data.
Leveraging recent advances in machine learning, I adopted and fine-tuned a popular
convolutional neural network (CNN) architecture called YOLOv3 to automate knowledge
extraction from the camera trap data. Specifically, I trained the YOLOv3 model on
Zooniverse’s public large-scale camera trap dataset, which contains wildlife species
information but lacks the bounding box information. In order to help the model highlight
animals in the images, I manually labeled thousands of camera trap photos of wildlife like
rhinos, lions, and impalas using a visual object tagging tool to prepare for the supervised
learning. As a result, the deep learning model fine-tuned on these labeled training data are able
to detect and recognize more wildlife species with high accuracy and confidence value
compared to the pre-trained model. Meanwhile, compared to the existing work by
Norouzzadeh et al. (2018) and Willi et al. (2019), my model further provides bounding boxes
with predicted labels that can facilitate the wildlife identification and recognition. In this way,
we can further reduce the human effort for scientists and zoologists to analyze camera trap
data and possibly improve the intelligent understanding about wildlife at lower costs. Further
work of this project may include real-time wildlife detection in camera trap videos and the
design of websites or mobile apps.
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Title: Using SiO2 Spray to Reduce Microplastics Dissolved Into the Oceans

The purpose of my project was to assess whether SiO2 in a liquid spray form could be used to
prevent the spread of Microplastics. SiO2 is an ultrahydrophobic substance, meaning it could
theoretically slow the dissolution process on an object coated with it. Microplastics come in
two forms: Primary and Secondary, each one can disrupt the food chain and ultimately harm
humans. Primary microplastics are specially designed to come in small sizes, they are mostly
used in toothpaste and cosmetic products. Secondary Microplastics are a much bigger
problem, these are the dissolved remnants of larger plastic products and are much more
common. To try and combat this more widespread contamination I tested the efficiency of
SiO2 spray on water bottles. Plastic water bottles are one of the most common pollutants with
481.6 billion being used in 2018 alone. My aim was to create a layer of coating that might
slow down the dissolution process, slowling the spread of Micro plastics. My experiment was
conducted by coating three water bottles in SiO2 and placing each one in a sealed glass
container, with one water bottle being set without any spray as a control. Each week for 5
weeks I measured the ppm, to indicate the number of micro plastics added to the water. This
was aimed to pave the way for more research in perfecting the spray itself. I plan to refine this
idea and use it as a long term solution to microplastic pollution.
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Title: Utilizing Electromagnetic Pulse Generation to Disrupt the Electron Transport Chain as a
Novel Technique to disrupt Harmful Algal Blooms

This project was developed with the proposition that It was possible to study the effects of
continued electromagnetic pulses on the lifespan on algae.  This proposal is a novel method to
mitigate harmful algal blooms in the ocean.  Currently there are limited protocols to mitigate
harmful algal blooms once they spawn in the ocean, leading to potential hypoxic conditions to
the surrounding ecosystems. Electromagnetic pulses were deemed as the topic of interest to
mitigate these blooms where a  electromagnetic field works to overflow the algae’s electron
transport chains resulting in a higher energy exertion to purge the electrons then can be
produced, effectively killing the plant after prolonged exposure. After extrapolating this
research from different sources, experimentation began by outfitting a 10-gallon tank where
the model organism Spirulina major were given 4 weeks to grow undisturbed, minimal
agitations to the tank were the reintroduction of water, to offset evaporative water loss, and
stirring to reduce Spirulina clumping together. After 4 weeks, a self-constructed
electromagnetic pulse generator was introduced into the tank. This experimentation can
greatly help oceanic communities and ecosystems by stopping too many toxins that harmful
algal blooms excrete from getting ingrained into the environment and inhibiting plant, marine,
and human life from interacting with that area.
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Title: Using Solar Simulation to Quantify Photochemical Degradation Rate of Microplastics

Microplastics are plastic fragments less than five millimeters in diameter that are sourced from
both primary and secondary sources, either intentionally produced for industrial use, or
created by fragmentation of larger plastic materials. Both types of microplastics densely
populate Earth’s oceans and have shown to be harmful to marine life and humans alike. This
study examines the differences in the photodegradation of each type of microplastic, and
identifies those that photodegrade most effectively. Six types of microplastic fragments were
each suspended in distilled water and exposed to solar simulating UVA and UVB bulbs for
seven days to replicate the effects of natural sunlight on microplastic fragments at sea. The
fragments were then filtered using one micrometer filtration and measured by mass
differences to determine the amount of plastic decomposed per week. The increase in vapor
pressure of the container was measured at the beginning and end of each cycle to determine
possible volatile products of the decomposition. This study is intended to quantify the rate of
photodegradation between these microplastics, and explore the chemical decomposition of
each plastic. Findings show a rate of degradation in branched polymers over 30% higher than
that of linear polymers, with polystyrene showing the most rapid degradation of 42.7
milligrams per day of UV exposure. This research, and further studies, can aid in
understanding which plastics are best to produce and consume in order to minimize their
effect on water systems and coastal environments globally.
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Title: Recirculating Shower Filtration System: Utilizing Natural, Cost-Efficient, and Effective
Materials to Consolidate The Purification of Water

The objective of this project was to make a recirculating water shower system that creates
potable water using natural resources, nor the requirement of additional electricity. Due to the
use of natural materials, maintenance of the shower will be dramatically reduced. Our shower
system filters the used water and integrates it back into the pipes of the shower, to be used
again by the next person. The filter removes dirt, bacteria, debris, and biodegradable shampoo.
It does so with different filtration methods in each part of the filter. As the water moves from
top to bottom, the stages remove the largest to the smallest impurities from the water to
ultimately leave it potable. The system purifies the water to below 5 Nephelometric Turbidity
Units (NTU), the recommendation for drinking water by the World Health Organization.
Cleaned water is collected and sent back to the shower head by a solar paneled water pump.
Our economical shower system has the potential to reduce disease and allow for increased
hygiene without wasting water.
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Title: The Drinker Dehumidifier

This engineering design challenge was to create a water collection device that will collect a
substantial amount of clean water for drinking purposes. This mockup is meant for areas that
face water scarcity such as the Middle East and North Africa. To build our device we used a
large plastic container and set it up with a closed system inside. To create our closed system,
we used a copper coil that was sealed on one side and had a metered valve on the other side.
This metered valve can be connected to many different cooling products that the user may use.
The idea behind the product is that humid air will form condensation onto the cold copper
coils and that newly formed condensation will drip down the coil into one of the two drip
pans. Our mockup has many parts that will function on a prototype however we do expect a
working prototype of our mockup to work efficiently.
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Title: Determining the Trend of Nitrogen Deposition Near Lake Erie from 2002-2012 Due to Its
Influence on Lake Eutrophication

Eutrophication, the excessive richness of nutrients in a body of water, can trigger the growth
of harmful algal blooms, which often affect Lake Erie. They consume valuable resources and
release toxic chemicals. Nitrogen and phosphorus from agricultural applications are known to
contribute to eutrophication, however, the role of atmospheric nitrogen is unknown. The
purpose of this project was to assess atmospheric nitrogen deposition levels near Lake Erie
from 2002 to 2012. The independent variable was time, and the dependent variable was
nitrogen deposition levels. It was hypothesized that depositions of NO3 would decrease while
NH4 depositions would remain stable. Plots for yearly and seasonal NH4 and NO3 deposition
data were graphed and quantitatively analyzed using linear regression. Nitrogen deposition
trends were qualitatively compared to modeled data from the CMAQ System, which provides
predictions of air quality variables. NO3 annual deposition trends decreased, and NH4 annual
deposition trends remained almost flat. For the seasonal graphs, NO3 deposition trends
decreased, and NH4 deposition trends remained almost flat. It was concluded that depositions
for NO3 decreased and depositions for NH4 remained fairly stable. CMAQ tended to
undershoot deposition predictions, especially for oxidized nitrogen. A machine learning model
that uses CMAQ outputs for eutrophication prediction is under development, but one
uncertainty is the role of atmospheric nitrogen deposition. The findings of this study will help
improve this model and create methods to prevent eutrophication, protecting freshwater
systems and coastal waters.
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Title: Analyzing the Ability of the SCiO Spectrometer to Detect the Presence of Phosphorus in
Soil

The SCiO spectrometer offers gardeners and farmers a quicker, more cost effective way to
analyze the contents of soil. The SCiO, a pocket sized spectrometer is normally associated
with the analysis of food, however this experiment seeks to expand the use of the SCiO
spectrometer to the agricultural field.  This poses the question: does the SCiO spectrometer
have the ability to accurately analyze the presence of phosphorus in soil?  In the first phase of
the methodology, soil samples with unknown phosphorus concentrations were collected from
5 different sites.  Next, the samples were scanned using the SCiO and uploaded to the
developers forum for analysis.  In the final phase, the scans were compared with results from a
soil test kit and soil fertility lab to determine if different concentrations of phosphorus are
accurately differentiated by the scans.  The scans of the soil samples are clearly differentiable
in the developer’s forum and when assigned a classification of phosphorus content as low,
medium, or high they are situated with the scans of their classification.  Consequently, the
results convey the ability of the SCiO to accurately determine levels of phosphorus in soil.
The experiment serves as an example of the SCiO’s capabilities beyond its traditional uses in
the food industry.  The SCiO can be extremely useful to gardeners and farmers who seek to
determine the health of their soil in terms of nutrients and now have access to a reusable soil
testing device that can analyze a variety of different things about soil.
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Title: An Investigation of Current-Powered, Aquatic Turbines as an Alternative Energy Source

The purpose of this project was to design a hydrokinetic turbine that uses ocean currents to
generate electricity as a renewable energy source that does not pollute the environment.
Initially, differently shaped prototypes blades and blade hubs were designed and printed using
a 3D printer. The tower and nacelle were constructed using PVC pipes and a plastic tripod
base, and steps taken to prevent water from entering the generator including covers, sealing of
the seams using silicone 3D printed end caps. The testing tank contained a water pump that
was used to push water into the blades to simulate ocean currents and the inlet value used to
recirculate the water during testing.  Various water pressures as well as various blade
prototypes were tested in specific time intervals by collecting energy output using a
multimeter.  At the conclusion of data collection, blade prototype #3 proved to produce the
most energy as compared to the other prototypes.  We believe size upscaling of our prototype
is a viable method to harness potential energy of ocean currents.
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Title: Removal of Phenol from Drinking Water Utilizing Food-Derived Activated Carbon
Combined with Nickel (II) Oxide

Phenol is a highly toxic aromatic compound frequently released into the environment via
various anthropogenic sources, such as wastewater. Activated carbon (AC) and nickel (II)
oxide have both been shown to be effective phenol adsorbents. AC can be sourced from
biomass like food waste, making it a very sustainable and desirable sorbent. This project
aimed to utilize food-derived AC combined with NiO to filter phenol from drinking water.
The mentor conducted batch experiments by placing several AC/NiO sorbents into phenolic
solutions over periods of 24 hours. The sorbents differed in their ratio (by mass) of AC and
NiO. These experiments yielded data about the adsorption capacity (in mg/g) of the sorbents.
The students used this data to determine if the varying sorbent compositions produced
statistically significant differences in sorbent capacity. Findings thus far have indicated that
the addition of NiO to an AC sorbet does not significantly hinder or improve sorbent capacity.
Further research on different ratios of AC and NiO must be tested, however, as they may yield
different conclusions. The findings of this project may lead to innovations that more
effectively purify water and support public health. Additionally, by utilizing biomass in a
sustainable manner, less biomass may need to be placed in landfills, thereby lowering the
demand for deforestation and excavation. Decreased environmental damage will, in turn, leave
more trees standing to absorb atmospheric carbon dioxide and lessen the impact of the global
greenhouse effect and other environmental concerns.
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